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Messages ComUNICO
NATIONAL
PRESIDENT

A message
from
Dominick Nicastro

I want to start by giving heartfelt
thanks to The Past National Presidents, District Governors, past and
present, Chapter Presidents of Past
and present,The office staff, Executive Board, the Foundation, committee
chairs and members for being a part
of my year as President and for their
endless support; believing in me to run
this wonderful organization.
Also, special thanks to the National
Office. Pat, Sue and Connie all the
help you gave me this year. Everyone
truly made my Presidential position
very easy to manage, so I was able to
achieve what I set out to.
During this year, we had successfully Chartered the Greater Tampa Bay
Chapter in Florida. Thank you to the
Highland Beach Chapter past chapter
President Frank LoRe, our Expansion
Director Nino Randazzo and our Membership /Retention Director Anthony
Bengivenga for doing an excellent job.
There is ongoing work on possibly
forming two chapters in Florida, a new
Weehawkin/Hoboken Chapter, as well
as a Franklin Lakes New Jersey Chapter.
The Convention held at the Hyatt in
Chesapeake Bay Maryland, was excellent and amazing. Along with an incredibly successful and fun time at our
Eastern Regional meeting in Chatham
Bars Inn in Cape Cod and final Board
meeting in Rosen Shingle Creek Hotel
Orlando, Florida.
For the most part, business was
conducted as usual for these type of
events; but what occurred this year
was not “business as usual” because
we truly had motivated members coming together and making our membership move forward in UNITY with
our second Family UNICO. This was
something I stressed on from my days
as Chapter President of Garfield until
now as National President. I believe
with UNITY our organization UNICO
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can accomplish anything it sets out to
do.
We must move forward with our
Adhoc Membership/Retention committee and new program we have implemented to retain and gain members.
This is a change that must be followed
through to continue building our membership drive. By hiring a professional
which specializes in this field, it is
most certainly possible to achieve our
goal.
With deep appreciation I want to
say thank you to Chairperson Paul
Alongi and the committee also the
Bloomfield Chapter for all the work
they put in.
Secondly, Our preserve Columbus
Day Coalition best known as (PCDC
Committee) I thank Andre DiMino and
everyone from all the organizations
that joined forces with UNICO heading this to preserve and defend our
National Holiday. We must never let
our guard down and think this is over.
The NEA Teachers Union is very strong
politically and financially. We must
keep meeting with our other friends
from so many groups and stay UNITED
as one to fight and keep this holiday.
I strongly urge my Vice Presidents to
stay on these committees, and keep
moving forward.
A connection with the New Jersey
Federal Credit Union in Totowa New
jersey was created to help our members
with personal investments; such as car
loans and mortgages at very comparable interest rates and special treatment
to UNICO members
We have formed a relationship with
the Italian Tribune newspaper for advertising.
Beyond that, promoting the Italian
Tribune paper which is a weekly paper
for only $ 40.00 a year. Buddy Fortunato and myself sat down and made
an agreement to help both the Italian
Tribune and UNICO advertise and promote our Italian Heritage all at no cost
to UNICO. I urge everyone to subscribe
to this and Chapters to send in articles
to the Tribune for advertising your
chapter events.
Another special bonus for UNICO
members, at the Prudential Center in
Newark New Jersey for Hockey Games
and fund raisers. The VPs and I had
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a meeting with Ed Nicastro, a Sale
Rep (no relation) we put a nice Promo
package together for Heritage Night
Event. Use these tools to help all chapters and members and make us known
to the public.
To my Executive Board thank you
so much for working as a team and
making so much progress.
To my Vice Presidents Tom
Vaughan, Lee Norelli and Dr. Frank
DeFrank thank you so much for your
support. Each of you will make an excellent President when it is your time.
Remember to always be your own
man. Never be led by others. Always
lead by your views and your E-Boards
views. Be strong as well as caring
and considerate to all. Keep moving
forward in our current programs and
in future programs. Stay close to one
another as the tight knit family we
are. Have meetings with the Executive
board and special meetings with your
V.P.’s. These are my sincere views to
make this organization stay strong and
grow as time goes on.
In closing, the First Lady and I
our so proud to call all of you as our
friends and most of all, our second
family. UNICO - Which in Italian
means UNIQUE; One of a Kind. That is
what we are. That will always remain.
As a future PNP, I will be always be
here for anyone who needs my help in
a heartbeat whenever asked.
I fondly remember what an old
friend of mine told me from a teenager. “We are like a Chain that holds
a medal around our neck if you break
the link, you lose the medal and the security of being together”. To interpret
that thought as Italians, we can achieve
so many things if we stay together and
move forward as one. Let’s do that in
UNICO
From my lovely wife Alina, my
children, Maria, Louis, Dominick Jr.,
and Nicholas we thank and love you
all. It is time to say see you soon; never
goodbye. God Bless UNICO and God
Bless us all
Sincerely,
Your Friend Always,
Dominick J. Nicastro Sr.
UNICO National President 2016-2017
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MEMBERSHIP
& RETENTION

A message
from

Anthony Bengivenga

I had the opportunity to attend and
speak at several Brian Piccolo Sports
Award events and chapter scholarship
presentations. These youth recipients of
Italian American heritage gladly signed
up as youth members when offered. Our
future is our youth and even though they
may not be able to participate in chapter
meetings when away at college, they will
still be included on mailings of the cultural and charitable events sponsored by
our local chapters. When back at home
on extended school breaks, these youth
members may have an opportunity to attend some of our exciting events during
the winter Christmas holiday season or
spring holiday period. Youth membership is limited to ages 18-25 and costs
just $12 yr year and has no initiation fee.
Most chapters pick up the $12 per year
dues.

Our UNICO members have shown a
great eagerness to connect with their Italian heritage. This past year we have been
encouraging chapters to sponsor an Italian Heritage event to not only promote
our great heritage, but also to attract new
members. At the events which I have attended, there was historic memorabilia
such as original old photos, maps, brochures, books, Sicilian carts, Italian food
products, music and much more. Our
Executive Director Andre’ Dimino gives
an interesting and informative power
point presentation, and even an Italian
lesson that the audience always enjoys.
At one recent event, we signed up 17
new members. At another, we signed up
11 new members. We even signed up
a few Aces members who were anxious
to network through their Italian clubs
in their high schools. Let’s keep this
going as a priority next year. Your chapter can contact me anytime to discuss
sponsoring one of these heritage events.
Our national office picks up the cost of
the postage and the colorful post cards
which publicize the event.
As our National Convention approaches, I would like to extend a great
thanks to our outgoing National Presi-

dent Dominick Nicastro for a job well
done. I enthusiastically welcome Thomas
Vaughan as our incoming President. I
would also like to thank Lee Norelli and
Dr. Frank DeFrank for all their hard work
as Vice Presidents of UNICO National.
And of course, a thanks to the rest of our
National officers and office staff for all
their support.
It was a pleasure to serve as your
Membership & Retention Director this
past year. I will be up for re-election at
the National Convention and if re-elected
I promise to do my very best to assist all
of you in any way I can. I continue to
encourage everyone to contact me if you
have any suggestions or concerns about
membership and/or retention. If you
wish for me to attend and speak at one of
your district or chapter meetings, I will
gladly do so or send one of our committee members if I am unable. My email
address is anthony@bengivenga.com,
and my phone number is 732-310-6031. I
look forward to serving you again in the
coming year.
Un abbraccione forte a tutti…a great
big hug to all! Grazie e auguri! Enjoy
your summer!

95th Annual Convention | July 26 - July 29, 2017 | JW Marriott Scottsdale
CAMELBACK INN RESORT AND SPA

ComUNICO
EDITOR

A message
from

Pat Pelonero

With June being the end of the year
for UNICO National, it has always been
a time of reflection of what has transpired during the course of the year. A
fond farewell to the outgoing first family
is always appropriate and getting ready
to usher in a new slate of Officers at the
Convention. I want to thank Dominick
and Alina for a great year and for all the
good times we shared. I wish you well in
the future.
This year however there is another

UNICO National

fond farewell to express, that is due to
the passing of Past National President
Anthony Fornelli. Anthony was special
in many ways and was always there to
contribute to a cause or need. Mostly for
me because of the relationship that ComUNICO has with the Fra-Noi magazine,
I relied on his expertise and advice he
would give me regarding the ComUNICO
publication. I always knew he would
not steer me in the wrong direction and
would always say you are doing a fine
job. I will miss his presence in UNICO
because he always spoke from the heart
and had a great sense of the history of
UNICO National. I am happy I got to
spend some time with Anthony just three
weeks prior to his passing. It is very odd
how life takes us in certain directions
but I am grateful for that time spent with
Anthony. I can only say that I am sorry
for his passing and I wish Lupe and An-
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thony’s family my sincere condolences.
There will be a huge void left behind as
Anthony was a great man.
I again ask that the readers bear with
us through the transition of having the
magazine outsourced. We are still in a
learning curve to get all the material and
pictures in and correct for presentation.
We will continue to find ways to make
the process easier to accomplish a finished product.
For all the members attending
the Convention this year in Arizona,
please make sure your Chapters have
paid the first half dues and sent in a
Chapter election form no later than July
15th or you will not be able to vote. I am
looking forward to seeing many of you
there. The venue is beautiful and we will
have a great time. Until next issue!
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PHOTOGRAPHER
& ERDG

A message
from

Steve Pelonero

I Was Saved

Yes, thank God that I practiced what
I preach. In all my years of photography
and websites, I have been doing backups
for about 10 years now.
For my Passaic Valley Chapter, I
undertook the endeavor of chairing a
Heritage Celebration Event. In order to
do the mailing to 1,000 names (Italian of
course) I starting typing the names from
a master file of the three towns that we
serve. Doing a few names a day in my
spare time, and over a period of a few
weeks, I finally came up with the 1,000.
Saving everything on a flash drive that I
carry with me ritually, guess what? “It got
corrupted and I was unable to access the
file.” “Oh noooooo”. All that work down
the drain and now I have to start the process again?

CHAPLAIN

A message
from
Fr. Robert Wolfee
Our trust in God is as important to
our spiritual life as breathing air is to our
physical life. If we do not trust God, we
might experience anxiety, restlessness
and uncertainty, which can take both a
spiritual and physical toll on us. At times
in our lives, we might think God is not
paying attention to us or that he is angry
with us. If we are facing troubles or difficulties at these times, those problems
will seem to confirm our suspicions.
Having these suspicions is something
that has existed forever.
For example, the prophet Isaiah wrote
about how the people of Zion thought
that the Lord had forsaken and forgotten them. However, the Lord’s response
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Knowing that this does happen occasionally, and probably getting a few gray
hairs in the process, I panicked to say the
least. “All of my work might be lost”. But
thank you St. Anthony for helping me
find the file on my backup hard drive at
home. To be honest with you, I was not
even sure if I did back up like I say I do
… “Backup, backup, backup”.
Yes, my advice to everyone, and to
all the chapters that may read this: Do a
backup on your files and photos, especially if you think you have something of
importance. They are memories that you
really do not want to lose. I literally do a
backup daily.
Once my flash drive is uploaded to
my computer at home, it then automatically goes to a service that I pay $5.00 a
month for. Whenever that service sees
a new file, it’s backed up to my account
within 5-10 minutes. The hardest part
is to remember to upload from my flash
drive to my computer daily (or at least
once a week). And thank God I did it in
this instance … “1,000 names saved”.
Note: With close to 100,000 photos
of my own, and close to 100,000 photos and files of various UNICO chapter
events … My chapter event is now on

again. We are now ready to Celebrate our
Italian Heritage on Sunday, September
17th.

to them was comforting: “Can a mother
forget her infant, be without tenderness
for the child of her womb? Even should
she forget, I will never forget you.” God
has each of us on his radar screen or, to
put it in biblical terms, in the palm of
his hand. He knows everything there is
to know about us and is aware of everything we experience or encounter. He
never forgets us, even though we sometimes forget him.
In St. Matthew’s gospel, Jesus reminds us that we are more precious to
God than wild flowers, grass or birds.
Just as God provides for them by feeding the birds & clothing the flowers and
the grass, he provides food and clothing
for us. In the course of explaining this
to his disciples, Jesus asked them the
rhetorical question,”Can any of you by
worrying add a single moment to your
life-span?” He was telling them that
worrying does not solve anything.
Fear can be disabling, sometimes
even paralyzing. It can keep us from
doing what is right and often compels to

do something that is wrong. Constant
worrying ultimately leads to despair,
where we abandon any hope or trust in
God. To counter this, Jesus tells us: “Do
not worry about tomorrow; tomorrow
will take care of itself.” He assures us
that his grace is available to us always,
especially in challenging circumstances.
Our lives are in his hands & they are the
most trustworthy hands in the entire
world. He loves us unconditionally and
that is something we can depend on.
One sign that God loves us is that
he gives us free will. We can choose
to love him or to not love him. He
did not make us like computers, preprogrammed to love him. A computer
program responds only to a command,
but love responds to an invitation. Love
exists only when it is freely given and
freely received.
To love God with all our being and
to love our neighbor as ourselves are the
two greatest commandments. Hopefully,
each of us tries to live out those commandments to the best of our ability.
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To donate to a
UNICO Charity

make checks payable and mail to:
UNICO Foundation
271 US Highway 46 West,
Suite F-103,
Fairfield, New Jersey 07004.
All donations to the Foundation
are tax deductible.

UNICO National
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HERITAGE AND
CULTURE

A message
from
Mary Teresa
Morrison

Is the ITALIAN Language
Important to “YOU”?

We proudly say “I’m Italian”; but
what does that really mean? Proud of
what….our history, accomplishments
of our Italian and Italian American
ancestors, the popularity of our food,
wine, architecture, design and automotive industries….?
In that great line of accolades what
do we personally have to offer? Some
are standing up for anti-discrimination,

PRESIDENT
UNICO
FOUNDATION

A message
from

John J. DiNapoli

On Friday March 17, 2017 the
Board of Trustees of the UNICO
FOUNDATION met at the Rosen-Shingle Creek Resort Resort in Orlando, Fl.
James DeSpenza, Treasurer reviewed the financial statements for
9-30-2016 and 12-31-2016. Total funds
in the various accounts of the FOUNDATION as of 12-31-2016 totaled
$3,112,996. A copy of the report is
available at the National Office.
In January 2017 Ralph Torraco donated an additional $75,000 to the Torraco Food Bank and Shelter Fund.
The Board approved the following
Grants: Italian Studies $1,500 Torraco
Food Bank/Shelter fund $4,000.
The Board also approved an
$11,500 grant to fund a membership
and retention program submitted by
PNP Paul Alongi. The funds will be
taken from the 21st Century Fund,
since a portion of the funds were
raised in the Campaign for memberUNICO National

some to keep us up front with community activities and charitable donations, but we need to do more!
Our beautiful language, although
regaining popularity, needs “US” to
support it – to encourage study and
usage as the modern “classical language”. Italian offers all the benefits of
studying Latin: English roots, prefixes
and suffixes, syntax, critical thinking
and more… but most importantly the
acquisition and capacity of communication.
We can no longer direct our nation to a bi-lingual society. That is
“Passé”! Today we must proceed as a
multi-lingual society, with the capacity
of success on all continents.
So I urge you, as those “proud” to
be Italian to get involved with your
local school districts and impress
upon them the importance of a “multilingual” instruction – immersion

programs in many languages, not just
Spanish and Chinese. Spanish immigrants want to speak English. Chinese
is economically important TODAY,
but 10 years ago it would have been
Japanese, 20 years ago Russian, and 10
years from now…who knows….Arabic,
Indian????? The tide changes. School
districts are in financial trouble. Can
we help them? We cannot continue to
put all of our “eggs in one basket”. We
need to expand and be open to all opportunities.
Our children must learn one language well, via an immersion program,
thus making the acquisition of a third
more accessible.
WHY NOT START WITH ITALIAN, the “modern” classical language,
which will open doors to learn so
many more?

ship and retention.
The Disaster Relief had a balance
of $47,510. The Board approved a
transfer from Unico Foundation account of $2,490 to bring the total of
the Relief fund to $50,000. The Board
approved a $50,000 grant to build a
community Center in Accumoli, Italy.
The Total cost of the project is about
$70,000, and the Italian American
Museum will fund the balance of the
cost. A UNICO plaque will be on the
building.
Two new Scholarships were approved:
Larry Inserra will establish a scholarship in his parents’ name. Each year
2 scholarships will be for $2,500 for
Matriculating Italian American students. Mr Inserra will fund each scholarship for the next ten years.
We will administrate an existing
scholarship in the name of Eleanor
and Anthony DeFrancis. The Corpus
is being held by JP Morgan Chase and
will not be relinquished. The recipients must be an Italian American in
the natural sciences- excluding premedical students. They must attend
California Institute of Technology,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
or the School of Astronomical Studies at the University of Arizona. The
amount of each scholarship will be for

$15,000.
The Rutledge History of Italian
Americans [formerly the Seton Hall
Book Project] will be ready in the fall
of this year. There are 600 pages with
many illustrations, both color and
black and white. Unico Foundation
funded this project.
Four Trustees terms will be expiring at this years’ Convention. They are
Frank Blasi, Lou DiRico, Kathi Strozza
and Paula Varsalona-Marino. Sal Benvenuti is Chairman of the Nominating
Committee.
Do not hesitate to contact me
regarding any questions about the
UNICO FOUNDATION.
PLEASE REMEMBER UNICO IN
YOUR ESTATE PLANNING.
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Things to Remember
•
•
•
•
•
•

Amendments
990 IRS Filing
Dues Payments
Chapter Reports
District Reports
Register for Convention
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NJ DISTRICT X
NJ District X Gov Guest Speaker at
Westfield Chapter
NJ District X Governor, Bill
Hearon, was the Guest speaker at the
Westfield (NJ) Chapter’s dinner meeting on April 12 at LaFamiglia Restaurant in Westfield.

YOU
THE

G

OT
OUT?

GIVE US A SHOUT!!

570-961-3926
paragonsupplement.com
Left to right standing: District X Governor Bill Hearon; Treasurer Tony Valles;
President Bob Tarte; Vice President
Mike Colucci. Left to right seated: District Secretary Deanna DeMarco; Sgtat-Arms Richard Esposito; Secretary
Sandra Giordano

Introductory offer. $19.95 for one month supply includes
shipping and handling. Buy one get one free!!!

COMMITTEE MEMBERS REQUEST FORM

From: Thomas Vaughan- Executive Vice President

Dedicated members who are interested
in serving on UNICO national
committees should complete the form
at the right as we are beginning the
process early in order to have a
complete listing by the 95th
Convention.

Yes, I am interested in becoming a committee member!

To facilitate this process please return
this form by August 1, 2017 to:

PHONE__________________ E-MAIL____________________

UNICO National
Attn: Thomas Vaughan
271 U.S. Hwy 46 West
Suite F-103
Fairfield, NJ 07004
Please note: Preferences may or may
not be approved as requested. Every
effort will be made to honor each
request and assign individuals to the
committees of their choice.
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NAME: (please print) __________________________________
CHAPTER___________________________________________

I am interested in serving on the following committees:
1. Committee______________________________________________________
2. Committee______________________________________________________
3. Committee______________________________________________________
4. Committee______________________________________________________

July 2017
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NJ DISTRICT X
National President & National
Officers Attend NJ District X at
District X Brian Piccolo Sports
Award Dinner
National President Dominick
Nicastro was a guest speaker at the NJ
District X 42nd annual Brian Piccolo
Sports Award Dinner

Allan B. Focarino
for

Eastern Regional District Governors Chair
Garfield Chapter Past President & Active Member since 2005
New Jersey District VII Governor 2016-2017

National Membership & Retention and Credentials/Registration Committees

Left to right: Membership & Retention Director Anthony Bengivenga; Union (NJ)
Chapter President Angelo Bonanno; National Chaplain Fr Bob Wolfee; District X
Governor Bill Hearon; National President
Dominick Nicastro; Brian Piccolo Chairman Bob Bengivenga

Morris Borea
MORRIS BOREA – Candidate for UNICO National General Counsel
e for UNICO National General Counsel
•

Partner and Trial Counsel – McGivney, Kluger & Cook P.C., a multi-state litigation firm
with offices in New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Florida,
Missouri, and California

•

Experienced trial lawyer who has represented plaintiffs and defendants before juries
in both the State and Federal courts.

•

Connecticut Super Lawyer in Litigation since 2012

•

Pro-Bono General Counsel to Live-Kind, Inc., a non-profit corporation that provides
anti-bullying programs and community/police relations programs to inner city
schools and police departments

•

Member – Wethersfield Zoning Board of Appeals (past Chairman)

•

Past CT III District Governor and Past President of the Wethersfield Chapter

•

Member – UNICO National Nominating, Columbus Day, Membership and Retention
Committees

•

Past Member – UNICO National Executive Committee

•

Attendee – Majority of the recent Eastern Regional, Mid-Year BOD and National
Conventions

UNICO
National
July 2017 firm with offices in New York,
McGivney,
Kluger
& Cook P.C., a multi-state litigation
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News ComUNICO
GREATER BINGHAMTON, NY

NUTLEY, NJ

WESTFIELD, NJ

Members of the Greater Binghamton
Chapter of UNICO National grabbed their
bowling balls & shoes on March 25th to
take part in the 22nd Annual Bob Warner
Pin Crushing Classic Bowling Tournament to benefit ACHIEVE and the more
than 2,200 individuals with intellectual
and other developmental disabilities for
which they serve throughout the Binghamton area.

On April 30 over 250 people attended
the Nutley-Belleville Columbus Day Parade Committee’s “Touch of Italy” night
to recognize parade honorees, including
chapter members Anthony Iannarone
and Dr. Lou Crupi.
The 2017-18 slate of officers was
voted in at the June meeting. They are
Sal Ferraro (Pres.), Deborah Bellucci (1st
VP), Joe Cervasio 2nd VP), Sergio Marricone (3rd VP), Dan (Sec), Vito Scarpelli
(Treas), Anthony “JR” Mascolo (Sgt at
Arms and Members at Large (Anthony
Biondi, Jr., Pasqual Pisani and Lenny
Guglielmello.
June was also busy with the chapter
barbecue on June 11 and a bus ride to
Atlantic City on June 25. President Sal
Ferraro and his executive board did an
outstanding job in continuing the Nutley
chapter’s pursuit of Service Above Self.

Tony Valles Recognized for His Years of
Service to Westfield Chapter UNICO
At the Westfield Chapter meeting of
May 10, 2017, Westfield Chapter Treasurer
Tony Valles received a gift of recognition
from Chapter President Bob Tarte for his
many years of valuable service to the
Westfield (NJ) Chapter. Having not only
served as the treasurer for many years,
Tony has been invaluable to the chapter
for the many years he spearheaded the
chapters annual Pig Roast.

Standing from left: Angela Carro, Bev
Docteur, Carmel Titti, and Joe Toman.

Looking for a meaningful book to read or give as a gift?

MY FATHER’S LAST MEATBALLS
A HEAVENLY ENTRÉE
By Paula Maida Mooney

Think Italian, think humor, think a batch of relatives who grew
up and grow old together, and then the unthinkable happens
– a daughter loses both parents three months apart from the
same disease. Only after taking a heritage trip to Italy does
she find emotional healing. Was her father there with her?
An unforgettable story based on a true event. The theme
of family, love, loss and miracles is timeless.
Read what reviewers are saying:
“The book ends with an amazing happenstance that rivals anything
that Hollywood could dream up. You have to read it to believe it.”
“You don’t have to be Italian or come from Brooklyn to enjoy reading
about love and family!”
“The journey with Paula is worth taking!” The Italian Tribune Newspaper

Available at Amazon.com in paperback or Kindle edition
10
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GREATER TAMPA, FL

RARITAN VALLEY, NJ

HAZLETON, PA

Members of the Raritan Valley Chapter supports Heroes on the Water by
serving lunch to our Veterans at Picatinny Lake. Heroes on the Water helps
wounded warriors relax, rehabilitate,
and reintegrate through kayak fishing
and the outdoors.

Dante Manjone Shares His
Eagle Scout Project At Hazleton
Unico Meeting

May 9, 2017 President Michael Salierno
(L) welcomes new member David Monticello and he receives his UNICO pin at the
Great Tampa Chapter May meeting.

BELLEVILLE, NJ

L-R Belleville Chapter President Dr. Manny
Alfano, Paul Alongi PNP, Belleville PBA
President Mark Johns, Deputy Police
Chief Gerard Corbo, Police Chief Mark
Minichini, UNICO National 2nd VP Dr.
Frank DeFrank, Cedar Grove UNICO President Patrick deFrancisci & NJ District IV
Governor Sal Ingallina.

News

Ed & Maria Danberry, Sharon & Joe Forte,
Tara Deleon.

At a recent Hazleton UNICO Board
Meeting, Dante Manjone informed those
in attendance about his Eagle Scout
project. His plan is to build a birthing
barn on the property of the Annunciation Monastery in Sugarloaf, home of the
Byzantine Carmelite Nuns. The nuns are
in need of this barn to house their miniature horses during this special life event.
Dante is in the process of raising funds
to defray the cost, estimated at about
$10,000.00. Anyone interested in making
a donation to Dante can do so by contacting Mike DeCosmo at 570-401-2693.

Dante Manjone with Hazleton UNICO
President Mike DeCosmo.

The Deadline for the September 2017 issue of ComUNICO is

MONDAY, AUGUST 7TH, 2017
Please send all submissions to: comunico@unico.org
EASTON, PA
The Easton, PA Chapter recently held
its Annual Scholarship Dinner at the
Castel Club in Easton. Pictured in photo
are Rick Amato, our Hugo A. (HAP) Piagesi Achievement Award recipient; State
Senator Lisa Boscola; Scholarship winners Morgan Casciole, Geena Basile, Carleton Ward, Olivia Petrasek, and Anna
Mineo; along with Chapter President
Angelo LaDuca. Mr. Amato was selected
for our Achievement Award based on his
many years of serving our community as
an educator and principal.

L-R Belleville Chapter President Dr.
Manny Alfano, Paul Alongi PNP, UNICO
National 2nd VP Dr. Frank DeFrank,
Cedar Grove UNICO President Patrick
deFrancisci and NJ District IV Governor
Sal Ingallina.

UNICO National

July 2017
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CHICAGO W SUBURBAN, IL

CLARK, NJ

April Monthly Meeting

UNICO’s National Service Month

Unico National President Dominick
Nicastro, his wife Aliana with 2nd Vice
President Frank DeFran and his wife
Linda honored the members of Chicago
West Suburban Unico by attending their
April monthly meeting at Trattoria Porretta in Chicago. President Nicastro
administered the oath of membership
to six new members of the Chapter. The
event was attended by more than 60
members and friends of Unico. Also
in attendance at the meeting were PNP
Anthony Fornelli, his wife Lupe, PNP
Mike Veselka,his wife Marlene and Illinois District Governor Jack Cerone and
his wife, Rosa. Congratulations to all and
special thanks to the host of that evening,
John Panvino.

Clark UNICO served dinner to 30
Veterans at the Lyons Veterans Hospital
in Basking Ridge. This was Clark chapters choice as part of UNICO’s National
Service month. A complete Italian dinner was brought in from Café Gallo in
Edison. After dinner, Bingo was played
followed by cake, ice cream and coffee.
Jabs of Clark donated hats with embroidered flags to each Vet. Each vet was
so appreciative. Although photos were
not allowed, shown here are Hospitality
Director Anna Pace, Clark Chapter President Ralph Bernardo, District Secretary
Fran Parisi, Clark Chapter Vice President
Joe Arancio.

CLIFFSIDE PARK, NJ

Pres./D.G. Jim Fucci (far left) along with
the members & officers of the Cliffside
Park chapter at their annual pancake
breakfast fundraiser at Applebee’s in
North Bergen.

The women of the Cliffside Park Chapter
pitch in at their annual pancake breakfast
fund raiser at Applebee’s in North Bergen.

GREATER BINGHAMTON, NY
A chicken barbecue was held in May
to raise money for the many charities
that the Greater Binghamton Unico contributes to.

GREATER BINGHAMTON, NY

On May 6th, 2017 members gathered to
help out at the Special Olympics held at
Chenango Valley High School.
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Standing left to right John Barbieri,
Richard Wahilla, Chapter President Felix
Desio, Frank Cardullo, Donna Lupardo,
Joe Pasquale, Mike Marinaccio, Joe
Titti, Connie Cardullo, Jean Desio and
August Garufy.

UNICO National

ComUNICO
DENVILLE, NJ

Pat Strocchia, Denville Chapter President,
Anthony Fontanarosas and Freddie
Mongelli,District Governor XI awarding
Anthony the Chapter’s 2017 District XI
Unican of the Year plaque.

News

CARBONDALE, PA

KEARNY, NJ

Carbondale Chapter donates to three
local agencies, the Carbondale Historical
Society, Catholic Social Services and the
Shade Tree Commission.

Kearny Members Attend NJ
VII Carnevale

Tony Mikloiche of the Carbondale Shade
Tree Commission accepts a check from
chapter members. Left-right: Don Gibbs,
Mike Dobrowski, Yvonne Gatto, T. Mikloiche, Richard Ruggiero.

On Martedi Grasso, February 28th,
members of the Kearny Chapter rang in
Lent by attending New Jersey District VII’s
Carnevale at The Venetian in Garfield,
N.J. Celeste Pandolfi and President Joe
Sgalia enjoyed dancing the tarantella.

ISLIP/SMITHTOWN, NY
Pat Strocchia, Denville Chapter
President, Michelle Fontanarosas
(Anthony’s wife) and Anthony
Fontonarosas receiving the award.

Yvonne Gatto, chapter president along
with other members present a check to
Dr. Robert Powell, Carbondale Historical
Society. Left to right: Richard Ruggiero,
Dr. Powell, Ms. Gatto, Mike Dombrowski
and Don Gibbs.

Scholarship winners, May 9th.

Pat Strocchia announcing Anthony
Fontanarosas as the 2017 District XI
Unican of the Year.
Carbondale Catholic Social Services
staff accept donation from UNICO members. Left to right: Richard Ruggiero,
Yvonne Gatto, Michele Santana CSS,
Eileen Roman CSS, Mike Dombrowski
and Don Gibbs.

UNICO National

July 2017

Islip/Smithtown Chapter attending a
Giada Valenti Concert at Town Hall in New
York City, May 20th.

13

Messages ComUNICO
WATERBURY, CT

SPARTA, NJ

The Waterbury Chapter of UNICO
National held their 95th Annual Scholarship Ceremony on Tuesday, May 23,
2017 at The Grand Oak Villa in Oakville.
Awards totaling $13,000 were presented
to 13 students of Italian heritage who
either live in or attend school in Waterbury. Over 130 people attended the
event as the students were honored for
excellence in academic and community
service. Guest speaker for the evening
was Frank Monteiro from MacDermid
Performance Solutions who encouraged
the students to further their education
and remember to give back to the community. Funds for the scholarship were
raised by year-long fundraising activities
and private donations.

Sparta UNICO members volunteer to
clean up and mulch the area in Dykstra
Park surrounding our Christopher Columbus Monument.

Robert Gerace (Waterbury Scholarship
Chairman); Joe Geary (City of Waterbury
Director of Operations); Frank Monteiro
(COO MacDermid Performance Solutions); and Louis C. Gelada Jr. (Waterbury
Chapter President).

Scholarship Recipients flanked by Robert Gerace (Waterbury Scholarship
Chair) and Louis C. Gelada Jr. (Waterbury Chapter President).

STAMFORD, CT
On June 5, Unico National, Stamford
Chapter held its annual Scholarship
Awards Dinner, giving 18 scholarships to
students from 6 of the local high schools.
Francine Nido, National Treasurer, attended and spoke to the 85 dinner guests
about the importance of giving back to
the community and becoming involved
in helping others. Michael Rinaldi,
principal of Westhill HS in Stamford and
a native Stamford resident, spoke of his
family’s journey from Calitri in Italy at
the turn of the century, to settle in Stamford and of the house his grandfather
built that still stands today. Funds for the
scholarship program are raised by the
Annual Golf Tournament which is being
held on Sept 14 at Sterling Farms Golf
Course with a dinner to follow at the Italian Center of Stamford.

ST. JOE’S MONTVALE, NJ
The Aces from Saint Joe”s Chapter of
Unico donated over 500 pairs of Men’s,
Women’s and Children’s socks to Straight
and Narrow in the Diocese of Paterson.

Michael Jarjura (Former Waterbury
Mayor); Francine J. Nido (National Secretary); and Dr. Carmine Paolino (Waterbury
Scholarship Committee).
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The scholarship recipients, Francine Nido,
National Treasurer, Dr Alfred Fusco, Chapter President, Michael Rinaldi, Principal of
Westhill HS.
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News

SECAUCUS, NJ

WESTFIELD, NJ

SECAUCUS, NJ

The Secaucus Chapter welcomed
Dr. Frank N. DeFrank, National Second
Vice President and Anthony J. Bengivenga- National Membership & Retention
Director to officiate the Installation of its
2017-2018 Officers held on June 14, 2017
at La Reggia’s in Secaucus, NJ.

Westfield (NJ) Chapter Heritage
event on Apr 30 at the Westfield Municipal Complex. This successful event
attracted 11 new members and 1 Aces
member (including Westfield Councilman Sam Della Fera).

Melissa Vogel, President of the Secaucus Chapter of Unico welcomed guest
speaker Secaucus Fire Inspector Frank
Walters to its monthly meeting on May
10, 2017. Former Fire Chief Walters provided Chapter members with a presentation on the topic of Cooking Safely and
the Do’s and Don’ts with respect to the
prevention of kitchen fires, along with
distributing fire safety literature.

Pictured left to right- Anthony J. Bengivenga; Gerry Dowd Chapter Vice President; Jackie Tuzzio- Chapter Secretary;
Nancy Van Es-Chapter Co-Financial Secretary; Carol Marra-Chapter Sergeant at
Arms; Melissa Vogel-Chapter President;
Dr. Frank N. DeFrank, Paula Charles Chapter Co-Financial Secretary; and
Berdine Ponti- Chapter Treasurer. Not
pictured Sandra Lopez-Chapter Public
Information Officer.

Left to right: Mayor Andy Skibitsky; Westfield Councilman Sam Della Fera; Membership & Retention Director Anthony
Bengivenga; Chapter President Robert
Tarte; Executive Director Andre’ DiMino

The Deadline for
the September 2017 issue
of ComUNICO is MONDAY,
AUGUST 7TH 2017
Please send all submissions to:

ST. JOE’S MONTVALE, NJ

comunico@unico.org
KEARNY, NJ

Kearny Chapter’s Fish & Chips Dinner

Salvatore Castronovo, 2017 St.Joe’s
HS Montvale UNICO Scholarship
award winner, given for his strong academic record and outstanding level of
community service.

UNICO National

President Joe Sgalia welcomes guests
to the Kearny Chapter’s first ever Fish
& Chips Dinner. The dinner, which was
catered by The Argyle Fish & Chips was
held on Friday evening, March 31st at the
American Legion in Kearny and was well
attended. Ann Marie Latushko and Judy
Hyde planned the dinner

July 2017

SCRANTON, PA
The Ladies Auxiliary of Scranton Annual Luncheon Committee held at Glen
Oak Country Club, Clarks Summit.

Seated from left are Ashley DeFlice, “Mystery Purse 50/50” Chair; Barbara Rosetti,
Arrangements Chair; Mary Ann LaPorta,
Executive Director, Children’s Advocacy
Center of NEPA; Gayle DeAntona, Ladies
Auxiliary President; Diane Alberigi, Reservations. Standing from left are Lori Nozzi,
Dr. Clarice Zaydon, Ginny Rescigno, Barb
DiRienzo, Judy Zanghi, Danelle Hogan,
and Alice Vanston.
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GREATER BINGHAMTON, NY

NUTLEY, NJ

The Greater Binghamton Chapter
hosted a Heritage reception at St Mary
of the Assumption Church in Binghamton, NY on April 2, 2017. The open
house was highlighted by Italian food
tastings, demonstrations, videos, musical presentations, Italian lessons and
cultural information. Chapter President
Felix Desio introduced Andre` Di Mino
from National who led an exciting and
informative talk on discovering our
Italian Heritage.

Nutley UNICO held it’s 9th
Winemakers Awards Dinner at the
Nutley Recreation Center

CLIFFSIDE PARK, NJ

NJ District VII Governor Allan Focarino won a Bronze Medal for his entry in
the Red Blends category. The Focarino
wine was crafted with 50% Malbec and
25% each of Cabernet and Carmenere
grapes. Congratulations to all the participants for their efforts and all winners
who made the evening a fun and enjoyable one. The Nutley Chapter ran a very
successful event.

Pres./D.G. Jim Fucci (far right) along with
the officers & members of the Cliffside
Park Chapter at the 2017 Memorial Day
ceremonies in Cliffside Park.

NUTLEY, NJ

The event’s Winemakers Awardees.
Chapter President Felix Desio introducing
Andre` Di Mino.

Anthony “JR” Mascola and Judge Sandy
Moscaritolo, Esq.

HILLSIDE, NJ

Member Mary Grassi helped serve refreshments to the many attendees of the
Heritage Reception.

Members Angela Carro, Anthony
D’Aristotile and Joe Pasquale visit with
Heritage attendees.
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Nutley Unico member, Pat Ritacco
(left), and President Sal Ferrato (right)
welcome Gionata Lega Gucci from the
Gucci watch family as the May 4 meeting guest speaker.

Brian Piccolo sports award 2017 Jennifer
McClave & Angelo Bonanno.

July 2017

Tina McClave, Jennifer McClave, Marie
Iuliano & Angelo Bonanno.

UNICO National

ComUNICO
KEYSTONE, PA
The Keystone Chapter UNICO recently presented their first local Brian
Piccolo Award to a deserving high school
senior in Lackawanna County. Under the
direction of Keystone UNICO member
Marilyn Vitali the awardee is selected
from a pool of candidates submitted by
each of the Lackawanna County High
Schools. Candidate’s qualifications
include being a graduating Senior at a
Lackawanna County High School; having attained a B or better grade average;
completed an exemplary amount of
service hours; is of good character; is accepted into college; has Italian ethnicity;
and has excelled in sports. The award is
named after Brian Piccolo, an NFL running back for the Chicago Bears, who is
remembered for his courage in battling
cancer. Their first Brian Piccolo Award
Honoree is Anthony Ceccarelli Jr. from
Valley View High School. The award
includes a Brian Piccolo plaque and a
$1,000 Scholarship. Anthony will be
furthering his education at Penn State
Main Campus.

In Memoriam
Geraldine Rosaria

Seated from left are Keystone UNICO
scholarship awardees Shayonna Escalera of Dunmore High School, who will
attend Cedar Crest College majoring
in nursing, and Nicholas Maldonato of
Dunmore High School, who will attend
Temple University majoring in finance.
Standing from left are Keystone UNICO
President Cathy Bianchi, Treasurer Val
Riggi and Scholarship Director Sandy
Collins. Both awardees received $1,000
to help further their education.

Seated from left are his mother Maura;
awardee Anthony Ceccarelli Jr.; and father Anthony Ceccarelli Sr. Standing from
left are Cathy Bianchi, Keystone UNICO
President; Marilyn Vitali, Brian Piccolo
Award Chairwoman; and John Mecca,
Keystone UNICO Board Chairman.

NATIONAL OFFICE
Spring Italian Class at comUNICO National Office

UNICO National

News
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Geraldine Rosaria (Geri) 60 of Rutherford, NJ passed away peacefully on
January 1, 2017 surrounded by family.
Beloved daughter of the late Frances
(nee Alesci) and Salvatore S. Lipari;
cherished sister of Joan Tidona and her
husband Frank and Barbara Laborim
and her husband Vinnie. Geri, born in
Passaic, NJ on June 24, 1956 was a lifelong resident of Rutherford.
A graduate of Rutherford High
School, she was an employee at Bergen
County Special Services Wood-Ridge
Program for over 35 years. Geri participated in many activities. As a Special
Olympian Geri competed in various
events. She was awarded the gold
medal for standing broad jump and
the 50 yard dash, as well as silver and
bronze medals for numerous events.
Geri was member of the Girl Scouts of
Northern New Jersey and HANDS of
North Arlington, a social organization
for adults with special needs.
The first women member of the
Rutherford Chapter of UNICO National,
Geri assisted with many projects including fundraising for the Community
Pantry, serving at the pasta dinner for
Kip Center seniors and at the Arc Special Needs Canteen. Geri was appointed
Honorary Co-Chair of the UNICO National Mental Health Committee in 2004
by then President Michael Mariniello, a
position she held for many years. Geri
delighted in her Italian heritage and
was proud to celebrate it as a UNICAN.
Geri will be long remembered for
her charm, wit and the joy she brought
to others.
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BLOOMFIELD, NJ

ELIZABETH, NJ

47th Annual Awards Dinner on May
10, 2017 at the Chandelier in
Belleville, NJ
Two Brian Piccolo Awards and five(5)
scholarships were presented to Bloomfield .H.S., Paramus Catholic H.S and
Queen of Peace H.S students.
The chapter was honored to have in
attendance Dominick Nicastro - National
President and his wife Alina,
Dr. Frank DeFrank-2nd National Vice
President, Steve Pelonero - Eastern Regional Governor and his wife Pat and Sal
Ingallina - District IV Governor.
Mike Sisco - Chapter President congratulated all of the members involved
with this special event especially
Paul Alongi, Rob Ruffalo, Tom Pelaia
and the Scholarship Committee, Tina
Buontempo, Doreen Benedetto and Paula
Zaccone for their commendable work in
making this years dinner a great success.
He also congratulated the students and
their parents and gave a special thanks to
the Bloomfield Community. Mike stated
it is extremely rewarding for the Bloomfield Chapter to help our Brian Piccolo
and Scholarship recipients with their
continuing education.

On Saturday May 20th the Elizabeth
Chapter of UNICO had great representation at the Hillside Food Bank. It was a
good cause and enjoyed by all. It’s a yearly
event that we will expand to twice a year.

Mike Sisco, Chapter President welcoming
recipients, parents, guests and members.

Have you filed your 990
with the IRS?
FAIRFIELD, NJ
Dominick Nicastro, National President
and Steve Pelonero.

Presentation of flowers to Alina Nicastro
Paul Allongi, PNP, Alina Nicastro, Tina
Buontempo, Mike Sisco, President.

Back Row L-R: Steve Pelonero - Eastern
Regional Governor, Mike Sisco - President,
Dr. Frank DeFrank - 2nd National Vice
President, Dominick Nicastro - National
President, Sal Ingallina - District IV
Governor, Paul Alongi - PNP, Tom Pelaia.
Front Row - L-R: Sarah Bsales - Bloomfield
H.S, Cara Rose Pezzino - Queen of Peace
H.S., Grace-Anna Douglas - Paramus
Catholic H.S, James Keseling - Bloomfield
H.S., Ryan Mondo - Bloomfield H.S.,
Alexis Tarantola - Bloomfield H.S.,
Isabella Pico - Bloomfield H.S.[‘]
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Members of Fairfield Unico pose with
a small portion of their donation to the
St. Thomas More Food Pantry. The
Food Pantry provides food to local
families in need.

Photos, ents,
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The Fairfield Chapter members John
LaForgia and Joe Catanaro present
donation to Frank Petrucci, area director
of Essex County Special Olympics.
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KEARNY, NJ

CARBONDALE, PA

OAKVILLE-WATERTOWN, CT

Haley Durning Receives Kearny
Chapter Brian Piccolo Award

Carbondale UNICO welcomes author Richard Muti as a guest speaker at
a chapter meeting. Mr. Muti gave a presentation on the early life and career of
Frank Sinatra based on his book, “Cent’
Anni: The Sinatra Legend at 100”. Chapter president Yvonne Gatto said, “We are
pleased to be able to sponsor Mr. Muti’s
visit to the city of Carbondale”.

The Oakville-Watertown CT Chapter
Recently Awarded Two Watertown
Students Scholarships

Haley Durning, a multi-sport athlete at
Kearny H.S. was the recipient of the
Kearny Chapter’s 2017 Brian Piccolo
Award. The award was presented to
Haley at District VII’s recent Brian Piccolo
Awards Dinner.

Mr. Muti presents a signed copy of his
book to Ms. Gatto.

811 E. Linden Ave. • Linden, NJ 07036
— Established in 1920 —

Dee Villani
President

Phone (908) 862-3333 • Fax: (908) 474-8058

To donate to a
UNICO Charity

make checks payable and mail to:

Any members interested in
signing up for a Constant Contact
account under our partnership
can sign up through this link
http://www.constantcontact.com/
index.jsp?pn=uniconational

Rent a Car
DISCOUNT
Corporate Account #V652167

Comp Membership in Preferred Service

Visit www.avisawards.com

Discount good for all UNICO members & non-member, year around.

The DEADLINE for the
July 2017 Edition of ComUNICO
is Monday, June 5, 2017
Send Chapter news to UNICO National Office:
comunico@unico.org
ComUNICO will only accept high resolution digital
photos attached to an e-mail and test in MS Word as an
attachment or in the body of an e-mail.

We Solve Your Tax Problems!

The TaxAdvocate Group
Salvatore P. Candela

TAX SPECIALIST EA, RFC, ABA, ATA
TAX PREPARATION & REPRESENTATION

Visit: www.thetaxadvocategroup.com

Email: scandela@thetaxadvocategroup.com

UNICO Foundation
271 US Highway 46 West,
Suite F-103,
Fairfield, New Jersey 07004.

(877) Tax-1040
Fax: (718) 894-4476

All donations to the Foundation are tax deductible.

UNICO National

Pictured left to right are Richard
Gubbiotti, chapter president, recipients
Daniel DiPrimio who will be attending
Yale University to study biochemical
engineering and Adrianna Perugini who
will be attending Sacred Heart University
in Fairfield to study marketing, Ray
Primini, UNICO scholarship committee
member, and Francine Nido, UNICO
National Secretary.

75-16 Metropolitan Ave.
Middle Village, NY 11379
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MONTVILLE, NJ

WESTFIELD, NJ

CLARK, NJ

Westfield Chapter Donation to
Bonds of Courage

Community Service Month
Clark Unico celebrates Community
Service Month by treating the Clark
Pre-school children to a pizza making
class. Clark UNICAN Moreno Rimmaudo
dazzled the 60 children step by step assembling the 7 pies made. Assisted by
Roberta Rimmaudo and fellow UNICANS
George Abruzzo, Theresa Spingola and
Angie House, helped make the event fun
for the children. Clark UNICO will also
partake in Grow A Row farm in Pittstown
PA and serve dinner to our Vets.

At their May 2011 Chapter meeting,
Chapter President Bob Tarte presented a
big check in amount $1,500 to Lt Colonel
Bill Morris of “Bonds of Courage”. Bonds
of Courage is an organization dedicated to
helping persons in active military duty
& veterans and their families. Westfield
Chapter raised the money in their recent
“Sunday Flapjack Breakfast”.

Left to right: David Lovato & Richard Esposito co-chairpersons of the committee;
Lt Colonel Bill Morris; Chapter President
Bob Tarte; Alex Costa.

Montville UNICO Chapter celebrates St.
Joseph’s Day.

ComUNICO
The Voice of UNICO National
If you would like to give ComUNICO as a gift or know anyone who is
not a member of UNICO National and would like to
receive a subscription,
ORDER TODAY * 5 ISSUES * ONLY $25

Support the UNICO Store
Checkout the new website
www.unicostore.yolasite.com

Please complete this form and mail to the address below with your payment or
call the UNICO National Office with your credit card information.

Don’t know what to buy your favorite UNICAN. Why not
get him or her something from the UNICO Store. The
store sells a wide variety of UNICO merchandise: long
and short sleeved polo shirts for men and women, denim
and oxford shirts for men and women, baseball caps, knit
caps, scarves, ties, membership pins, sweatshirts,
windshirts, bibs for babies, flag sets, golf towels AND the
new UNICO THROW BLANKET (proudly made in the
USA) which benefits the National Scholarship Fund. To
place an order, contact either the
National office or
Lou and Celeste Pandolfi at lpandolfi@verizon.net or
201-368-2409.

 GIFT



PERSONAL SUBCRIPTION

SEND TO
NAME:

________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS:

________________________________________________________________

CITY, STATE, ZIP:

________________________________________________________________

PHONE NUMBER:

________________________________________________________________

Check Type of Payment:  Check (Payable to UNICO National)
 Credit Card (VISA, MasterCard, AMEX, Discover)
CARD NUMBER:

_______________________________________________________________

EXP. DATE:

____________________

SECURITY CODE:

____________________

NAME ON CREDIT CARD: ____________________________________________________________
Fairfield Commons, 271 US Hwy 46 West, Suite F-103, Fairfield, NJ 07004
(973) 808-0035, Fax: (973) 808-0043, E-mail: uniconational@unico.org
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ROSETO, PA
Roseto chapter of UNICO presented
scholarship awards to three local graduates at Giardino’s restaurant during the
May 31st meeting.
A fourth award was granted to Immaculate Conception Grammar school of
Pen Argyl for tuitions.

News

CLARK, NJ
Clark Installation Dinner at the
Gran Centurions June 15th
Clark UNICO held their year end Installation Dinner at the Gran Centurions
on June 15th. Over 70 Unicans and nonUnicans attended the affair. Dr. Frank
DeFrank UNICO National 2nd Vice President spoke and swore in the new board
of directors for the coming year and the
newly elected President - Joe Arancio.
Joe replaces President Ralph Bernardo
who held the position for 10 years in the
Clark Chapter.

Vera Abruzzo and Angela Keenan take a
photo with all of the Scholarship winners
at the Installation Dinner.

Clark UNICANS Angela Keenan, Enza Camprelle and Karen DeMarco enjoy the food
at the Clark Chapter Installation Dinner.

Dr. Frank DeFrank swears in the new
Clark UNICO Board at the Clark Chapter
Annual Dinner.

High school winners L-R Brianna Biondo
Pen Argyl, Bradley Thrasher Faith
Christian and Katelyn Keet Bangor.

Roseto chapter officers with winners,
L-R Marino Saveri, Catherine Capozzolo,
Joe Danubio, Dr. Frank De Frank and
Emile Guida.

RUTHERFORD, NJ
Chapter Board member Henry Varriano
and Treasurer Bobby Spinella present a
check to Brian Piccolo recipient Gianna
Randazza.

The Deadline for
the September 2017 issue
of ComUNICO is MONDAY,
AUGUST 7TH 2017
L to R Committee Members Robert Donato, Dr. James Cuozzo, Recipient Maddelena Carignaro and Chairperson
Salvatore Brancato.

UNICO National

Please send all submissions to:

comunico@unico.org
July 2017

Dr. Frank DeFrank swears in newly elected
Joe Arancio, who replaced 10 year President ralph Bernardo.
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Welcome New Members
Congratulations and welcome to UNICO National-the largest Italian American Service Organization.
The National Office Staff looks forward to meeting all of you in the near future.
APRIL / MAY
AVON
Francis A. Russo Jr.
BELLEVILLE
Emilia Capozzi
Bianca Capozzi
BETHLEHEM
Betty M. Salaski
CHICAGO W SUBURBAN
Lola Lorenzo Tatone
Frank W. Tedesso
GREATER BINGHAMTON
Darlene Comeno
Laurie A. Forrest
Harlan M. Forrest
Mary A. Grassi
Palmira Hicks
Richard G. Pescatore
Rosalie Sloat
Bennie A. Tino
Joan Cheevers Watrous
GREATER RAMSEY
Richard Muti
HIGHLAND BEACH
Antonella Rosano
LIVINGSTON
Marc Cotugno

MONTVILLE
Rita A. Neary
Judy Polansky
ORANGE / W ORANGE
Luca Bonardi
Elizabeth Pintado
Robert Parisi
Anthony Vecchio Jr.
PLAINFIELDS
Nicholas John Sottirio
Gina Bengivenga
Nina D Amiano
Anjali D Amiano
Nicholas J. Pezzolla
Annemarie Pezzolla
QUEENSBORO
Santo Uglialoro
SECAUCUS
Sara Conforti
SPARTA
Austin Castorina
Eric Castorina Ii
Mark Avondoglio
Eric Castorina
Thomas J. Castorina
Kristin Salvatore
Michael Bartone

ST JOES HS MONTVALE
Andrew Mc Dermott
Chris Nelson
Joseph Connelly
Gregory Cinnella
Ann Turi
UNION
Michelle R. Manochio
Alyssa Caggiano
John Anthony O Shea
WATERBURY
Vittorio Di Troia
Mary Donnarumma Sharnick
Heather E. Brown
Ava Calabrese
Brianna Cyr
Gina Di Vito
Alyssa Famiglietti
William Ministro
Taya Robison
Marina Teresa Setaro
Samantha Campanaro
Antonio D Amelio
Emma Gargano
Jatorra Jackson
Katerina Valente
Gloria M. Terenzio
WEST SPRINGFIELD
Skip Demerski

JUNE
ELIZABETH
Arthur Raymond Guarriello
Carmine Perrotti
FARMINGTON
Rev. Msgr. Michael J. Motta
HIGHLAND BEACH
Jesse Miles
KEARNY
Anthony De Luca
Anna Marie R. Latushko
Dennis Latushko
Donna Wagner-Nigro
Victor Muniz
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KEYSTONE
Edward A. Faatz
Mary D. Faatz
Kimberly Marchese
Marie Pellegrino Roberts
Mary Ann Sessa
Andrew Sessa

Thomas Kotarsky
Teresa Kotarsky
Michele Santelli
Anita Smith
Joseph M. Smith
Daniel C. Tripodi
Raymond Mamone

ORANGE / W ORANGE
Armand Ricciardelli
Roseann T. Todd

SOLANO
Maria Martinucci
Vincenzo Martinucci

RARITAN VALLEY
Brianna Mamone
Gregory J. D Angelo
Annette Del Rocco
Mary Jane Ferluca
Anna L. Ferrera
Tom Gambino

SOUTHINGTON
Andrea Tarantino
Vincent De Santi Jr.
Dominick A. Gualtieri
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MEDIA, PA

KEYSTONE, PA
Dunmore’s Keystone Chapter UNICO
recently conducted an ‘Open House” at
Arcaro and Genell’s Restaurant in Old
Forge to introduce potential members to
the workings of UNICO National and the
Keystone Chapter. An evening of fun,
entertainment and great Italian food was
the agenda. Television and radio personalities WBRE’s newscaster Nick Toma
and Philadelphia’s “Radio Voice Italia”
host Joe Morinelli each spoke on what it
was like growing up in their respective
Italian neighborhoods. Chapter President Cathy Bianchi and PA II District
Governor Mark McDade presented on
the workings of UNICO on both the local
and national level. The guests even had
the opportunity to witness the nomination of chapter officers for the upcoming
year, presented by nominations chairman
Peter Noto. Frankie Gervasi provided the
night’s entertainment with audience participation. It was a great evening.

Media Chapter Holds it’s 31st Annual
Charity Golf Outing

Membership Director Mary Ann Coviello
gets a hug from Dunmore’s own, Frankie
Gervasi who provided the evening’s lively
entertainment.

FARMINGTON, CT
Farmington CT Chapter News
Recipients of scholarships awarded
annually by Farmington UNICO were
announced at the May meeting. Cameron Glynn, Cailin Cruess, and Michaela
Tripputi are graduating from Farmington
High School in June. Each student spoke
about their high school accomplishments and their plans for college studies.
Students who have received scholarships
from Farmington UNICO are eligible to
receive scholarships from the DiDominicis Foundation throughout their college
careers.

Left to right: Jim Kane, scholarship
recipients Cameron Glynn, Cailin
Cruess, Michaela Tripputi and President
Frank Dolce.

UNICO National

News

At the Keystone Chapter Open House
and pictured from left are Cathy Bianchi,
Chapter President; Dee Loglisci,
Philadelphia’s “Radio Voice Italia”
producer; Joe Morinelli, “Radio Voice
Italia” host; Mary Ann Coviello, Keystone
UNICO membership director; Nick Toma,
WBRE TV newscaster; and Mark McDade,
UNICO National PA II District Governor.

On Monday April 24th, the Media
Chapter held it’s 31st Annual Charity
Golf Outing. Overcast skies couldn’t keep
the golfers away as 62 players showed
up to display their golfing skills. The
event took place at Penn Oaks Golf Club
located in West Chester, PA. Golfers were
treated to a luncheon before the 1pm
Shotgun start. The inclement weather
held off allowing the golfers to enjoy the
course, scenic views and friendly competition during the event. The foursomes
that played were tested on their golf
skills for longest drive, closest to the pin
and overall group score. The event concluded with a dinner for all those who
attended, raffles and a live auction.
Thanks to all of those that participated in the Charity Golf event,
sponsored holes and made generous
donations. Without you it wouldn’t be
possible for us to keep up our continuous efforts with helping our communities and those in need. With this event
we were able to raise $12,000.00 to help
with our charitable cause.
Special thanks goes out to Anthony
Romano for chairing this great event.

MONTVILLE, NJ
31st Charity Golf Outing held at Penn
Oaks Golf Club in West Chester, Pa

NJ Assemnlywoman Betty Lou DeCroce
peresents a Legislative Proclamation to
Montville Chapter’s Per son of the Year
Stephen J. Priola.

July 2017

Golfers enjoying their dinner and getting
ready for the raffles and auction to begin.
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HAS YOUR CHAPTER FILED THEIR FORM 990?
IRS REVOKING TAX EXEMPT STATUS FOR UNICO CHAPTERS
If your Chapter does not file the required information return (Form 990) for three consecutive years, the IRS will automatically revoke
your tax exempt status. We have heard from several Chapters that have received the Automatic Revocation Letter from the IRS.
Once your tax exempt status is revoked, you will have to reapply for tax exempt statue by filing for a determination letter with the IRS.
You will need to complete Form 1024 (which is a 19 page application) and pay a user fee of $100.
Below are the filing requirements for nonprofit/tax exempt entities. Please make sure your Chapter complies with the filing requires in
order to avoid the automatic revocation.

IRS FILING REQUIREMENTS
The IRS requires every nonprofit/tax exempt entity to file an information return which is due on the 15th day of the fifth month following the close of your year end. For a June 30 year end, the return is due November 15th and for a December 31 year end, the return is
due May 15th. The type of return that is required depends on the amount of the gross receipts for the Chapter.
Gross Receipts not normally in excess of $50,000 – Must file an annual electronic notice (e-postcard) Form 990-N. This can only be
done electronically and there is no paper return available for this category. This is very simple and does not require any financial information, only 5 or 6 questions that must be answered.
Gross Receipts greater than $50,000 but less than $200,000 – Must file a paper return Form 990-EZ.

If you have any questions with your filing requirements or need some help in completing the required forms, please call
the National Office (973) 808-0035.
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GREATER BINGHAMTON, NY

OAKVILLE-WATERTOWN, CT

Our Charity Committee gathered Easter candy donations at the March 2017
dinner meeting. The candy was used
to fill hundreds of Easter Eggs for the
Greater Binghamton Children’s Charity
Easter Egg hunt on April 15, 2017.

News

FARMINGTON, CT
Several copies of the book Semper Fi,
Padre , written by John Caruso, a charter
member of Farmington UNICO, were donated to Farmington Library. A beautiful
display on Italian culture and heritage is
currently on display at the library.

The Oakville-Watertown Chapter
of UNICO National marched in the
Memorial Day parade in Watertown CT
on May 29, 2017 and created this float
honoring service people of ‘Common
Valor.’ The float was well received by
the parade attendants.
Standing from left: Dianne Battisti, Lorraine Rogers and Cheryl De Rosa.

Farmington UNICO’s original Charter
Application and letter from UNICO
National establishing the date of
Farmington UNICO’s Charter as 2/13/70.

MERRIMACK VALLEY, MA
UNICO MV Donates $39,300.00 in
Community Services Awards
During our monthly Board of Directors meeting on June 7th at Doubletree
Hotel – Andover, the Merrimack Valley
Chapter of UNICO distributed checks to
18 local charities and three families in
need amounting to $39,300.
In order to continue to support area
organizations caring or the needs of others, UNICO Merrimack Valley conducts
its annual golf outing to raise money. All
of the money raised goes to scholarships
and community service projects within
the Merrimack Valley.
We look forward to the continuation
of this mission and to the impact that
this effort as on the lives of others.

Donate to the

UNICO Foundation
Today!
Send tax deductible checks to:
UNICO Foundation
271 US Highway 46 West
Suite F-103

Fairfield, New Jersey 07004

UNICO National

Bottom row, left to right: Leah Okimoto,
“Aaron’s Presents”; Simon Rodriquez,
“ University of Notre Dame Summer
Scholars”; Amy Pessia, “Merrimack
Valley Food Bank”; Beth Perry, “Tilton
Elementary School, Just Breathe Yoga”;
Rev. David Yasenka, “Isaiah 58 NH”; Dario
DiBlasi, “Project Entertain”. Top row, left
to right: Michael Antosca, Benevolent
Committee Co-Chair; Maria Motta,
“C.A.S.I.T”; Sr. Maryalyce Gilfeather,
Notre Dame Cristo Rey H.S. Scholarship
for Yazmin Lara”; Laura Miller, “Lazarus
House Culinary Scholarship”; Deedee
O’Brien, “Ironstone Farm”; Chris Hunt,
“The Professional Center for Child
Development, Assistance for Leo in The
Communication Connection Group”;
Allison Caffrey, “Esperanza Academy
Scholarship for Angelica Sanchez”;
Romy Gaiero, “Bradford Christian
Academy”; Jorge DeNapoli, Benevolent
Committee Co-Chair.
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Display at Farmington Library
featuring Farmington UNICO’s Charter
Application, photos and books on Italian
culture and heritage

Semper Fi, Padre written by John Caruso,
a charter member of Farmington UNICO
tells the true story of the chaplain’s
assistant, the author’s brother, Matthew,
who became an iconic hero of the
Korean War.

25

News ComUNICO
SPARTA, NJ

NJ DISTRICT VII

Sparta UNICO’s” NIGHT OF GIVING”,
with Joe Piscopo as guest speaker, honors member Bill Curcio as Community
Leader of the Year with
160 people in attendance. $10,000.00
in donations where made to four Sussex
County organizations, Ginnie’s House,
Newton Hospital Foundation, Sussex
County food bank and Project Self Sufficiency.

NJ District VII March Meeting
On Tuesday Allan Focarino, District Governor, invited the NJ Honorary
Consulate of Italy, Dominic V. Caruso, to
speak at the March Meeting of NJ District
VII. Mr. Caruso, is a distinguished trial
lawyer practicing in Clifton, NJ. He
explained that the honorary title only
indicates that he serves as Consulate pro
bono, without payment. Mr. Caruso consular activities include assistance to Italians living in Northern New Jersey with
many of the same services provided at
the Consulate’s office in Manhattan, NY
without the expense of traveling there.

HACKENSACK, NJ

Hackensack Chapter attends Carnevale
to honor past District Governor Joseph
Nasello.

STAMFORD, CT

Co Chair Rob Nickleson, Chapter
President, Ken Carafello, Joe Piscopo,
Honoree Bill Curcio, Event Chairman
Glen Vetrano.

Michael’s Riverside Restaurant, 528Riverside Avenue, Lyndhurst, NJ

Honoree Bill Curcio, Chapter President,
Ken Carafello, Joe Piscopo, UNICO
National President Dominick Nicastro.
Special Guest: Dominic V. Caruso, Honorary Consulate of New Jersey for the
Republic of Italy.

The Stamford Chapter did an evaluation survey of its members in January
and they expressed interest in doing
more to explore and celebrate our Italian
Heritage and Culture. To make that happen, we have added a short presentation
to the end of each of our meetings that
highlight the traditions that some of our
members embrace within their own families. At the March meeting, President Al
Fusco did a demonstration on making
Zeppole, making and frying the dough at
the meeting for all the members to enjoy
after the dinner. In the meeting before
Easter, Al did the same for Pizza Rustica,
making one at the meeting that all the
members shared. Recipes were printed
out for members to take home in the
hope that these dishes will be handed
down and stay a part of the Italian traditions of our members. Short additional
programs will now become a part of our
regular meetings in the hope other members will share their family customs.

Ken Carafello and Joe Piscopo.
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MONTVILLE, NJ

WAYNE, NJ
Annual Dinner Dance Fundraiser
and Wayne Food Pantry
Our Wayne UNICO Members recently
hosted our annual Dinner Dance Fundraiser. This year, our event raised close to
$2,500 for donation to a local Wayne NJ
Police Officer that has been stricken with
Pancreatic Cancer. We had the honor of
being joined by UNICO National President Dominick Nicastro and his wife
Alina, as well as NJ District IV Governor
Sal Ingalina and his wife MaryAnne. We
thank them very much for attending our
event, and also the kind words offered
by our National President in honor of the
police officer, Officer Clemente.
Our fundraising efforts continued earlier this year with a donation to a great
cause right in our community of Wayne
NJ. The local Wayne Food Pantry feeds
close to 100 families a day in the town of
Wayne. We recently held our annual golf
outing and raised close to $4,000 for this
cause. On hand to receive the donation
was Herb Schuman, Coordinator of the
Wayne Food Pantry. He said some kind
words and thanked the Wayne Chapter
for our generous donation.

L to R - Wayne UNICO 1st Vice President Bill Bianculli, Wayne UNICO Member Connie Ferrigno, Herb Schulman,
Wayne UNICO Past President Anthony
DeGennaro

HAZLETON, PA

National President Dominick Nicastro
swears in new Montville Chapter
President Karen Arakelian at the annual
Dinner Dance

Breakfast with the Easter Bunny
Hazleton UNICO recently held its
first annual “Breakfast with the Easter
Bunny” April 2, at the Cinema Draft
House . Each attendee was provided with
breakfast, a youth movie and many gifts
from a variety of sponsors. The community event was attended by over 150
registrants.

Left: Chapter President Stephen Priola
and District Govenor Fred Mongelli
present Michele Maddalena with the
District XI Person of the Year Award for
Montville Chapter

left to right: Sherri O’Donnell, Mary
Anne Madi, Tegan O’Donnell & Donna
Delehanty.
L to R - Wayne UNICO Past President Dr.
Jeffrey Fossati, Wayne UNICO Past President Anthony DeGennaro, NJ District IV
Governor Sal Ingalina, Wayne UNICO
President Angela Gregorowicz, UNICO
National President Dominick Nicastro

National President Dominick Nicastro,
Judy Polansky, Deanna Chuy, Chapter
President Stephen Priola, Chapter
membership chair Diane Markley

FOOD BANK AND SHELTER GRANT APPLICATIONS
Available through the National Office. Deadlines for consideration are 60 days before either
the Mid-Year Board of Directors Meeting or the Annual Convention.
UNICO National
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NUTLEY, NJ
The Nutley, NJ Chapter had a busy
closing to the 2016-17 year. Under the
direction of committee Chairman Alan
Genitempo over $34,000 in scholarships
were donated to Nutley HS graduates.
Most of the funds were raised through
a variety of chapter events with several
scholarships donated in the names of
members’ family members; Battaglia,
Scavone, Arcuti,Cocchiola, Biondi, Kelly,
DiMaggio, Scarpelli and Ritacco. The
chapter thanks all who donated or assisted in fundraiser to support this effort.
In addition chapter award honorees were
Vito Scarpelli, Unican of the Year, and
Anne Rotonda, Lifetime Achievement.
The Chapter’s Brian Piccolo Scholarship Breakfast was held at the famous
Upper Montclair Country Club on Sunday, May 21. In addition to seven other
scholarships awarded that morning
were the two $1,500 scholarships to the
female, Nicolette Contella, and male, Sabino Coppola, Brian Piccolo recipients.

Nutley Unico President Sal Ferraro (right),
Chairperson Alan Genitempo (2nd from
right) and Alan Focarino (left), Dist VII
President, present Academic Scholarships to Tom Boniello, Stephanie Callouri
and Greg Zappia.

PLAINFIELDS, NJ

PASSAIC VALLEY, NJ

The Plainfields’ chapter of UNICO recently
awarded sports award scholarships to 3
outstanding South Plainfield High School
student-athletes--Mckenzie Larson; Gina
Bengivenga; Jake Giordano (all seniors)during the 42nd annual UNICO District X
Brian Piccolo Sports Award banquet at
the Gran Centurions’ Hall in Clark NJ.

Scholarship and Brian
Piccolo Awards
The Passaic Valley UNICO Chapter
held its 41st Annual Scholarship and
Brian Piccolo Awards Dinner at Francesco’s Restaurant in Woodland Park
on Thursday, September 16th. Passaic
Valley UNICO contibutes to Little Falls,
Totowa, and Woodland Park as well as
with the donations that they make to
UNICO National. All of the students are
graduates of Passaic Valley High School
in Little Falls. More photos can be seen
on the chapters website at www.PassaicValleyUNICO.org

The Plainfields Chapter of UNICO recently awarded South Plainfield High
School seniors with generous scholarships at their awards ceremony at
Giovanna’s Restaurant in Plainfield,
NJ. All recipients also signed up to become youth members of the chapter. l.
to r. Gina Bengivenga; Tommy Licato;
Nick Pezzolla; Christian Butrico; Nicole
Genser and Anjali D’Amiano.

ST. JOE’S MONTVALE, NJ

Nutley Unico member, Anthony Scarpelli,
presents the Chapter’s Unican of the Year
award to his dad, Vito Scarpell.
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Pictured from the left are Mr. Charles
Russo (Chapter Brian Piccolo Chairman), students Michael DeMusso,
Christopher Watkins, Jennifer Sabbak,
Yelena Stuherck, Francesca Carr, Sarah
Elkordy, and Mr. Joseph Agresti (UNICO
Past National President and Chapter
Scholarship Chairman).
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St. Joe’s HS UNICO ACES raised $1000
for St Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital
through a dress down day fundraiser at St
Joseph Regional High School!
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PARAMUS, NJ

CARBONDALE, PA

RARITAN VALLEY, NJ

Paramus UNICO Supports
Reed Academy

Italian Language and Culture
Activities

Raritan Valley Chapter held a very
successful Heritage Day in April, increasing their membership by over 50%!
Pictured are members preparing food for
tasting, and honored guest, Gene Moretti
celebrating his 100th Birthday.

Paramus has a comedy night to support
REED ACADEMY.

Paramus President, Lori Romaglia presents a check to REED ACADEMY.

Paramus Chapter participated in a Bicycle
Run for Autism. District Governor, Ron
Targove stops by.

Italian Language Class: much more
than speaking Italian! Profesoressa Marie
Speicher believes that to learn to speak
Italian one must also study Italian culture. Each class includes language learning and a culture segment. “This method
provides a well rounded approach to
learning Italian language as well as contributions to literature, science, industry,
cuisine and the arts”, says Mary Ann
Kearny, chair of the Italian Culture and
Language committee The spring semester closed with a film festival, a viewing
of Pope Francis TED talk in Italian, and,
of course, an Italian dinner with the students preparing the food!

Marie and Charlie Speicher host the
Italian class for dinner to celebrate a
successful semester.

ROCKAWAY TOWNSHIP, NJ
Our UNICAN of the year went to
Frank Jeckell. Frank is a charter member
of our chapter and talented musician, our
“Rock Star”. He was an original member
of the band, 1910 Fruit Gum Company,
which had 3 gold records in 1968. Frank
graciously offers his talents to support
our fund raising events and parties with
his music along with one other band
member.

Italian class prepares to watch film
Boccaccio 70.

The Deadline for the September 2017 issue of ComUNICO is

MONDAY, AUGUST 7TH 2017
Please send all submissions to: comunico@unico.org
UNICO National
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DENVILLE, NJ

NUTLEY, NJ

PARAMUS, NJ

On any given Sunday you can find
many dedicated members of the Denville
Chapter selling Taylor Ham, egg and
cheese sandwiches at the Farmer’s Market in Denville. “Neither snow, nor rain,
nor heat, nor gloom of night, stays these
Unicans from the swift completion of
their appointed rounds of serving these
delicious sandwiches!” Stop by and
help yourself to one of these fine works
of art. Every profit dollar earned goes
directly back into the community to help
people in need. They’re only $5 each!!!
It is also an opportunity for the community to learn more about UNICO.

On April 23 the chapter held its first
annual Bocce Tournament coordinated
by Frank Russo and Ben Costa. Everything came down to the championship
2 out of 3 match between Team Sposato
and Team Guglielmello. Team Guglielmello came back to win the game, match
and tournament. In addition to having a
great time the 100+ members and guests
enjoyed homemade wine and a barbecue. The chapter continued its theme of
enjoying homemade wine with its Wine
Competition Night on May 6.

Brian Bonino and Dominique
Petruzzella Receive Brian
Piccolo Award

Denville Chapter President Pat Strocchia
frying the eggs, sunny side up.

Nutley Unico Bocce Tournament Chairpersons Ben Costa (right) and Frank
Russo (second from right) join President
Sal Ferraro (2nd from left) and other
members of the chapter as they open the
2017 Bocce Tournament.

PEQUANNOCK, NJ

PITTSFIELD, MA
On Friday evening, June 16, 2017 at
the Cranwell Resort in Lenox, MA the
Pittsfield (MA) Chapter held their induction meeting.

Two of Denville’s newest members Frank
Cestone and Jack Valle working the grills
keeping the ham and eggs coming.
At the May 2nd meeting of the Pequannock NJ Chapter, three new members
were recognized. From the left: Eastern
Region District Governor Steve Pelonero,
new members Sam Deo, Bob Cardone,
and Debbie Pace, UNICO National President Dominick Nicastro, Pequannock
Chapter President Tom Bellas, and NJ IV
District Governor Sal Ingallina.
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National Officers at Pittsfield (MA) Chapter induction ceremony. Left to Right in
photo: Past President Michael Quadrozzi; Membership & Retention Director
Anthony Bengivenga; District Governor
Wayne Ditore; 2017-2018 President Michael Sorrentino; National President Tom
Vaughan; 2nd Vice President Frank DeFrank; National Secretary Francine Nido.
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“Service Above Self”
Looking to REDISCOVER YOUR HISTORY?
Looking to HELP YOUR COMMUNITY?

JOIN the Organization of Choice!

The Largest Italian American
Service Organization in the United States
LOUIS J. SERAFINI
— Attorney at Law —

SERAFINI & SERAFINI
A Professional Corporation

269 Hamburg Turnpike
P.O. Box 2040
Wayne, NJ 07474

(973) 595-9500
Fx: (973) 595-7442

JOSEPH J. SERAFINI
— Attorney at Law —

SERAFINI & SERAFINI
A Professional Corporation

269 Hamburg Turnpike • P.O. Box 2040 • Wayne, NJ 07474

(973) 595-9500
Fx: (973) 595-7442

UNICO National
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WATERBURY, CT

WESTFIELD, NJ

WILKES-BARRE, PA

The Waterbury Chapter of UNICO
National is proud to welcome Mary Donnarumma Sharnick to our chapter and to
the UNICO family. Mary was inducted
into our chapter during our monthly dinner meeting on April 25, 2017.
Mary, a native of Waterbury, CT and
brother of UNICO Member Francis Donnarumma, is an acclaimed author and
the Chair of the English Department and
writing instructor at Chase Collegiate
School, Waterbury, CT, Mary leads her
writing students on slow travel tours
of Italy, the country she considers her
second home. In addition, she mentors
four adult writers in a private workshop
and teaches a literature class at UCONN/
Waterbury’s Osher Lifelong Learning Institute.
Mary’s first two novels, Thirst (2012)
and Plagued (2014), are set in the Venetian lagoon during the seventeenth and
fifteenth centuries, respectively. Thirst
is being adapted for the operatic stage by
composer Gerard Chiusano and librettists
Mary Chiusano and Robert Cutrofello.
Orla’s Canvas, Mary’s first book with
Penmore Press, is a coming-of-age tale
about a young artist set against the backdrop of Civil Rights-era New Orleans. It
took First Place in the Novel-for-Adults
category in the CONNECTICUT PRESS
CLUB COMMUNICATIONS CONTEST,
2016. The NATIONAL FEDERATION
OF PRESS WOMEN awarded the novel
Third Place in its 2016 national competition. At present, Mary is drafting a sequel to Orla’s Canvas.

Richard Muti, author of Cent’Anni
about the life of Frank Sinatra, was the
guest speaker at Westfield Chapter’s dinner meeting own May 10, 2017.
At the June Westfield Chapter meeting, two new members were sworn into
the Westfield Chapter by Membership &
Retention Director Anthony Bengivenga.

At Past President Dinner Wilkes
Barre, PA Mayor Tony George proclaimed
June 7 to be “Atty John Terrana Day” in
recognition and appreciation of Atty Terrana’s leadership as president of the Wilkes Barre chapter. Specifically, the Mayor
thanked Atty Terrana for the chapters
donation of $43,000. to local charities
and civic organizations during 2016.

Left to Right: PNP Rick D’Arminio; Author Richard Muti; Chapter President Bob
Tarte; Membership & Retention Director
Anthony Bengivenga.

Left to right: new member Wanda Marchetto; Membership & Retention Director
Anthony Bengivenga; new member Roz
Giuditta; Chapter President Robert Tarte.

CLARK, NJ

At the Wilkes Barre’s Past President
dinner, National President Dominick Nicastro congratulated Atty John Terrana,
president of the Wilkes Barre chapter for
winning the 2016 #1 Chapter Achievement and #1 Outstanding local project
awards. The dinner was also attended by
VP Dr Frank DeFrank and Past National
President Chris Demattio.

Induction Ceremony with DG Francine
Nido, President Louis C. Gelada Jr and new
member Mary Donnarumma Sharnick.
The Annual Little League and Girls
Softball parade was recently held. Clark
UNICO sponsors both organizations.
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In Memoriam
David John Pandolfi

David John Pandolfi, 71, passed
away on Saturday, May 13, 2017 with
his wife, Betty, by his side. David was
born in West Springfield on April 14,
1946 to the late John and Tosca (DeFilippi) Pandolfi and he remained as
a life-long resident of that town. He
graduated from West Springfield High
School in 1964, after which he attended
Wentworth Institute of Technology.
David was formerly a communicant of
St. Ann’s Church in West Springfield.
He worked at AT&T in Springfield for
27 years as a technician and took an
early retirement when the company
relocated to Georgia. David then joined
the Massachusetts Turnpike Authority,
where he worked for 13 years as a toll
collector. Many people will remember
experiencing David’s big, contagious
smile and his friendly comments as
they passed through his lane at Mass
Pike Exit 4. David was also very active
in town government and community activities. He served as Chairman of West
Springfield’s Cable Advisory Committee for many years and a Town Meeting
Member for over 20 years. As a Town
Meeting Member, David began the
process of taping meetings for citizens
to watch on public access television.
David also served the town he loved
so much as an Auxiliary Police Officer
(many years working during the Eastern States Exposition) and a Volunteer
Firefighter. David also enjoyed filling
the roll of Santa Claus for many years
at the Santa House in Mittineague Park.
In 1987, David joined West Springfield
Chapter of UNICO National, the nation’s largest Italian-American service

UNICO National

organization, and is one of only a few of
the chapter’s 30-year members. David
served as WS UNICO President from
1991 to 1994, and he was also District
Governor for several years. David’s father, John Pandolfi, was one of the 27
charter members of WS UNICO, which
recently celebrated the organization’s
50th anniversary, and he was the driving force behind the construction of the
UNICO Building in Mittineague Park
1970. Inspired by his father’s efforts,
David was instrumental in the construction of the swimming pool adjacent to
the UNICO Building in 1996. Both the
UNICO Building and swimming pool
continue to be used by Camp Robinson, West Springfield’s summer camp
for special needs children. David had
injury and health struggles for the last
seven years after a horrific accident.
David exhibited tremendous courage
and never complained, despite being
in constant pain and mostly confined
to bed. Throughout that period, David’s
loving wife was his primary caregiver
in their home. David’s struggles are now
over and he is finally free of pain and at
peace. David leaves his devoted wife of
many years, Betty McCabe-Pandolfi, and
his beloved granddaughter, Alyssa Allen
of Westfield. He was predeceased by
his loving daughter Darci M. (Pandolfi)
Allen, daughter of his former wife Karen
Pandolfi. David also leaves his uncle,
former state representative Walter DeFilippi, and many loving cousins.

News

WESTFIELD, NJ
Tony Valles Recognized for his Years of
Service to Westfield Chapter UNICO
At the Westfield Chapter meeting of
May 10, 2017, Westfield Chapter Treasurer
Tony Valles received a gift of recognition
from Chapter President Bob Tarte for his
many years of valuable service to the
Westfield (NJ) Chapter. Having not only
served as the treasurer for many years,
Tony has been invaluable to the chapter
for the many years he spearheaded the
chapters annual Pig Roast.

FARMINGTON, CT
A Taste of Italy, a fundraiser featuring
Italian wines, spirits and hors d’oeuvres
took place on May 18th at Farmington
Gardens. All proceeds went to Farmington UNICO and Amy’s Angels, a charitable organization helping individuals and
their families who are struggling to live a
life of dignity while battling the devastating effects of a serious illness or injury.

WEST SPRINGFIELD, MA

WS UNICO cooking for Ronald McDonald
house in Springfield on April 24th. President Carmino Santaniello and Treasurer
Jean Robinson in rear. Kneeling right Donna Santaniello.

July 2017

Left to right: Bob Fiondella and Frank
Dolce at A Taste of Italy fundraiser.
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SPARTA, NJ

CEDAR GROVE

Sparta Unico Hosts Its Fourth Annual
Jack Schaaf Memorial Golf Outing At
Crystal Spring Resort (Wild Turkey)

Pasta Night

Another successful year thanks to all
of our Sponsors and participants.

The Cedar Grove Chapter recently held
its annual Pasta Night which benefits the
chapters local fundraising efforts. This
year the Chapter donated a percentage of
the proceeds to a local youth coach who
suffered some medical difficulties. The
event fed many hungry attendees who
enjoyed Italian music while they dined
and afterwards vied for various prizes.
The photos depict the Chapter members ,
guests and some prize winners.

WESTFIELD, NJ
Westfield Chapter Scholarship
Award Presentation
At the June 7 chapter meeting, Westfield (NJ) Chapter Awarded scholarships
to 2 Westfield High School students at
$2,000 each.

NJ DISTRICT XI

President Robert Tarte (right) and Membership & Retention Director Anthony
Bengivenga (left) recognize Cameron
Scalera and Alessandra Saba, recipients
of the 2017 Westfield Chapter Scholarship
program. 2017 Westfield Scholarship
Committee Chair is Lisa Bertone.

Man of the Year- UNICO District 11Andy Cassese
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RUTHERFORD, NJ

The RT Chapter had an enjoyable
social trip to Arthur Avenue’s Little Italy
in Bronx, NY. We enjoyed a delicious
family style Italian dinner at Dominick’s
Restaurant and food shopping at the specialty shops along the avenue where we
purchased fresh pasta, cheeses, breads,
pastry and olives.

SCRANTON, PA
Spring Clean-Up Volunteering At
Scranton’s Nay Aug Park During Unico
Service Month.

Rutherford Chapter Mille Grazie Award
Presentation L to R Committee Members,
Dolores Gennaro, Chair Joan Tidona, Dr.
James Cuozzo, Recipient Captain Michael
Tarantino Rutherford First Aid Ambulance
Corps, Honoree Jennifer Tarantino Training Officer and Barbara Laborim.

UNICO National

News
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Assisting in the “Clean-up” are Jim
Brogna, Service Day Co-Chair; Frank Castellano, Esq., Service Day Co-Chair; Eileen
Soranno; Jim Baress, Scranton Chapter
President; and Jack Trapani. Front row
Mariana Brogna.
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UNICO NATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

Major Don S. Gentile Scholarship
Judged in New York

John George Yager
RANDOLPH, NEW JERSEY
Sponsor: Orange/West Orange Chapter
Graduated: Randolph High School
Interest: Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics
Principal’s Honor Roll, National Honor Society, AP Scholar with Honor Award

William C. Davini Memorial Scholarship
Judged in Wisconsin

Nicole Marie Margiotta
ENGLEWOOD CLIFFS, NEW JERSEY
Sponsor: Greater Ramsey Chapter and NJ District IX
Graduated: Academy of the Holy Angels
Interest: To become a Pediatric Oncologist
Principal’s List/Honor Roll, AP Scholar with Honor Award, Italian National
Honor Society

Alphonse A. Miele Memorial Scholarship
Judged in Florida

Anthony Joseph Guzzo
NEW KENSINGTON, PENNSYLVANIA
Sponsor: National Office for Pennsylvania
Graduated: Valley High School
Interest: Business Management/Finance
Valedictorian, High Honor Roll, National Honor Society

Theodore Mazza Memorial Scholarship
Judged in New Jersey

Sarah Eileen Bsales
BLOOMFIELD, NEW JERSEY
Sponsor: Bloomfield, NJ Chapter
Graduated: Bloomfield High School
Interest: Computer Science
Valedictorian, National Honor Society, National Language Honor Society
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Sgt. John Basilone Memorial Scholarship
Judged in New Jersey

Gina Marie Morgese
RANDOLPH, NEW JERSEY
Sponsor: Carbondale, PA Chapter
Graduated: Marywood University | Bachelor of Social Work
To Attend: Marywood University
Interest: Master of Social Work
Dean’s List, Kapa Gamma Pi Honor Society, Marywood Senior Service Medal

Dr. Benjamin Cottone Memorial Scholarship
Judged in Pennsylvania

Cara Ann Cama
STRATFORD, CONNECTICUT
Sponsor: National Office for Connecticut
Graduated: Post University | Healthcare MBA, Albertus Magnus College |
Bachelor of Science: Biology Major, Communications Minor
To Attend: Frank H. Netter MD School of Medicine at Quinnipiac University
Interest: : Medical Doctorate
Post University Academic Award, Research Assistant, Fallen Heroes Foundation Volunteer

Ella T. Grasso Literary Scholarship

Paulina Borowski
BURLESON, TEXAS
Sponsor: National Office for Texas
Attending: The University of Southern California
Degree Objective: Business Administration, Emphasis in Cinematic Arts
Anticipated Graduation: May 2020
Essay on page 49

Ella T. Grasso Literary Scholarship

Nikki Romaglia
PARAMUS, NEW JERSEY
Sponsor: Paramus, NJ Chapter
Attending: Penn State, College of Communications
Degree Objective: Film and Geography
Anticipated Graduation: May 2020
Essay on page 50

UNICO National
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Bernard and Carolyn Torraco
Memorial Nursing Scholarships

Jenna N. Angelucci
MT. LAUREL, NEW JERSEY
Sponsor: National Office for New Jersey
Attending: Drexel University
Degree Objective: Bachelor of Science in Nursing
Interest: Nurse Practitioner in Pediatrics
Dean’s List, A. J. Drexel Award, Salvation Army Volunteer

Taharah Jannah Davis
MT. LAUREL, NEW JERSEY
Sponsor: Bethlehem, PA Chapter
Attending: Moravian College
Degree Objective: Bachelor of Science in Nursing
Interest: Pediatric Oncology
Dean’s Honors List, Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society, Student Nurse Association

Hillary Michelle Delin
WOODLAND HILLS, CALIFORNIA
Sponsor: Orange/West Orange, NJ Chapter
Attending: University of Scranton
Degree Objective: Bachelor of Science in Nursing
Interest: Neonatal Intensive Care/ Nurse Practitioner
CHEW Internship, Edward R. Leahy Clinic Volunteer, Student Nurse Association

Chana A. Greenblatt
HILLSIDE, NEW JERSEY
Sponsor: National Office for New Jersey
Attending: Rutgers School of Nursing
Degree Objective: Bachelor of Science in Nursing
Interest: Maternal, Neonatal and Pediatric Health
Dean’s List, School of Nursing Honors Program, Chai Lifeline Respite Care Volunteer

Kristin Rodriguez
BALLWIN, MISSOURI
Sponsor: National Office for Missouri
Attending: University of Tulsa
Degree Objective: Bachelor of Science in Nursing
Interest: Pediatric Neurology, Epileptic Patient Care
Dean’s Honor Roll, Presbyterian Leadership Scholar Award, Sigma Phi Lambda
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Jessica Susan Shachat
FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT
Sponsor: Bridgeport, CT Chapter
Attending: Fairfield University
Degree Objective: Bachelor of Science in Nursing
Interest: Pediatric Care
University Magis Award, Benjamin Gilman Internl. Award, Camp Sunshine Volunteer

Justin G. Tsai
PARAMUS, NEW JERSEY
Sponsor: National Office for New Jersey
Attending: Seton Hall University
Degree Objective: Bachelor of Science in Nursing, Psychology
Interest: Emergency and Pediatric Nursing
Dean’s List, Volunteer Ambulance Corps EMT/Lieutenant, Student Nurse
Association

Ridhi D. Vakharia
NEW YORK, NEW YORK
Sponsor: National Office for New York
Attending: New York University, Rory Meyers College of Nursing
Degree Objective: Bachelor of Science in Nursing, Global Public Health
Interest: Public Health, Developmental Disabilities, International Health Care
CHEW Internship, Edward R. Leahy Clinic Volunteer, Student Nurse Association

Stephanie Marie Gonnella
RANDOLPH, NEW JERSEY
Sponsor: Orange/West Orange, NJ Chapter
Attending: University of Scranton
Degree Objective: Bachelor of Science in Nursing
Interest: Neonatal Intensive Care/ Nurse Practitioner
CHEW Internship, Edward R. Leahy Clinic Volunteer, Student Nurse Association

Hannah Joy Zettlemoyer
COOPERSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA
Sponsor: Bethlehem, PA Chapter
Attending: Cedarville University
Degree Objective: Bachelor of Science in Nursing
Interest: Emergency Department, Flight Nursing
Dean’s List, Nationally Registered EMT, Student Manager

UNICO National
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DiMattio Celli Family Study Abroad Scholarship

Nicolette Guida
STATEN ISLAND, NEW YORK
Judged in Chicago
Sponsor: Orange/West Orange, NJ Chapter
Attending: Macaulay Honors College of CUNY, CSI
Major: English
Program: Palaces of Florence at Lorenzo de’ Medici University
Dean’s List, University Scholar Award, Macaulay Science Research Award

Luigi Carmelo Siligato
COLLIERVILLE, TENNESSEE
Judged in Chicago
Sponsor: Memphis TN Chapter
Attending: Villanova University
Major: Mechanical Engineering
Program: Intermediate Italian I and II
Dean’s List, Villanova Award, Tennessee UNICO Award

Honorable Mention in Remembrance of Bernie Brutto

Sophia Polifonte
FAIRFIELD, NEW JERSEY
Judged in Chicago
Sponsor: NJ District XI
Attending: St. Joseph’s University
Major: Accounting
Program: Florence University of the Arts
Alpha Phi Omega, Accounting Society, Cultural Exchange Tutor

Stephanie M. Saggiomo
LOGAN TOWNSHIP, NEW JERSEY
Judged in Chicago
Sponsor: National Office for New Jersey
Attending: St Joseph’s University
Major: Pharmaceutical/Healthcare Marketing
Program: The Roman Experience
Dean’s List, Presidential Award, Frank Olley Memorial Award
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Louise Torraco Memorial Scholarship for Science
Judged in Pennsylvania

Alea Christine Delmastro
LIVERMORE, CALIFORNIA
Sponsor: National Office for California
Attending: Stanford University
Major: Chemical Engineering Minor: Modern Languages (Italian/French)
Interest: To pursue cures for proteopathic diseases using bioengineering/
chemical engineering
AP Scholar, Sigma Alpha Lambda Honor Society, Society of Women Engineers

Louise Torraco Memorial Scholarship for Science
Judged in Pennsylvania

Megan V. Paternoster
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA
Sponsor: National Office for California
Attending: Point Loma Nazarene University
Major: Biology/Chemistry Minor: Computational Science
Interest: To attend medical school
Dean’s List, AP Scholar, Student Senator

Ralph J. Torraco Scholarship
Judged in New Jersey

Alexa Nicole Bufi
SADDLE BROOK, NEW JERSEY
Sponsor: Saddle Brook, NJ Chapter
Attending: Montclair State University
Major: Jurisprudence, Law and Society/Political Science
Minor: Public Administration
Interest: Community Service
Dean’s List, National Society for Collegiate Scholars, Alpha Lambda Delta

Ralph J. Torraco Scholarship
Judged in New Jersey

Bryan Michael DeMarcy
FAIRFIELD, PENNSYLVANIA
Sponsor: National Office for Pennsylvania
Graduated: University of South Carolina, Bachelor of Science in Mathematics
Attending: Penn State University Major: Astronomy and Astrophysics/Physics
Interest: To pursue a Doctoral Degree in Astronomy
Dean’s List, Pennsylvania Space Grant Scholar, Research Assistant in
Extragalactic Astronomy

UNICO National
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UNICO NATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Ralph J. Torraco Fine Arts Scholarship
Judged in Pennsylvania

Dominique Janee Guilford
DARIEN, CONNECTICUT
Sponsor: Waterbury, CT Chapter
Attending: Spelman College Major: Drama, Concentration in Dance Minor: Mass Media Arts
Interest: To establish a Faith-Based Dance Theater Company
Dean’s List, Honor Roll, Alpha Lambda Delta Honor Society

Ralph J. Torraco Fine Arts Scholarship
Judged in Pennsylvania

Desmond Montoya
MARYVILLE, TENNESSEE
Sponsor: National Office for Tennessee
Attending: University of Alabama Major: Music Theater and Dance
Interest: A career in the performing arts
Dean’s List, Alpha Psi Omega Honor Society

ROBERT J. TARTE SCHOLARSHIP FOR ITALIAN STUDIES
Judged in Delaware

Domenic Setaro
WOLCOTT, CONNECTICUT
Sponsor: Waterbury, CT Chapter
Attending: Fordham College at Rose Hill Major: International Studies
Interest: To pursue a career in diplomacy
Fordham University Loyola Award, Italian Placement Award, Italian Tutor

Guglielmo Marconi Engineering Scholarship
Judged in California

Nicolina Rae Lamberti
MARYVILLE, TENNESSEE
Sponsor: Waterbury, CT Chapter
Attending: Villanova University Major: Chemical Engineering Minor: Bioengineering
Interest: To make a difference in healthcare as a chemical engineer
Dean’s List, Omega Chi Epsilon Honor Society, Society of Women Engineers

Maria and Paolo Alessio Southern Italy Scholarship
Judged in Delaware

Christopher Robitaille
KENSINGTON, CONNECTICUT
Sponsor: Greater Hartford, CT Chapter
Attending: The University of Connecticut Major: Actuarial Science Minor: Political Science
Interest: To become an actuary; to further explore my Italian heritage
AP Scholar, National Honor Society, Mentor to Special Needs Students
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Steve Pelonero, ERDG joined NJ District VII at the May 23 meeting held at Al
Di La’ Italian Bistro in East Rutherford,
New Jersey.
Steve explained that National President Dominick Nicastro and he have
been traveling a lot lately. They were
in Florida recently to welcome the new
Greater Tampa chapter into UNICO.
Steve reminded chapters that one half
of their dues needs to be paid by July 1st
in order for their convention delegates to
vote at the convention.
He also urged chapters to complete
and submit both the District Governors
Awards Program and Chapter Achievement forms.
Steve indicated that the UNICO Foundation has $50,000.00 ready to aid the
victims of the most recent earthquake in
Italy and The UNICO Foundation is waiting to write the check.
Steve reported that UNICO has an ad
hoc committee working on membership
revitalization.
District Governor, Allan Focarino and
Steve encouraged members to join them
at the 2017 Convention in Scottsdale,
Arizona which begins on July 26th where
Executive Vice President Tom Vaughn
will be installed as UNICO’s new National President.

NJ DISTRICT XI

News

SCRANTON, PA
UNICO National Scranton Chapter
installed a new member, Jena Piazza
Braunsberg, at the April membership
meeting at Arcaro and Genell’s in Old
Forge.

SPARTA, NJ
Sparta Installs New Members

Memorial Day Parade

Left to Right: Membership Chairman Ray
Shupak, New Member Mike Bartone, New
Member Kristen Salvatore, Chapter President Ken Carafello

ST. JOE’S MONTVALE, NJ

SPARTA, NJ

The Deadline for
the September 2017 issue
of ComUNICO is MONDAY,
AUGUST 7TH 2017
Please send all submissions to:

comunico@unico.org

UNICO National

Sparta UNICO Bowl-A-Thon held on
Sunday March 26th. Proceeds from the
event are used to help fund our Scholarship program

July 2017

Matthew Mitchell, 2017 St.Joe’s HS Montvale UNICO Scholarship award winner,
given for his strong academic record and
outstanding level of community service
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BLOOMFIELD, NJ

Our 3rd annual and successful Beef
Steak Dinner was held to raise funds to
support Camp Marcella. Camp Marcella is a 200 acre camp in Rockaway
Township, NJ for visually impaired and
special needs children. Over 100 people
attended and enjoyed the food, entertainment, prizes and guest speakers. A special thanks to our committee co-chairs
Lydia and Ralph DiMarcantonio and the
Beef Steak committee for a job well done.
Our fund raising committees are
actively planning upcoming events. Our
4th annual 60 mile Motorcycle Ride for
St. Jude’s Childrens Hospital is scheduled for August 13th and 3rd annual
Golf Tournament for Autism Speaks is
scheduled September 20th. We are also
planning a food drive for Morris County
Interfaith Food Pantry along with scheduled days of volunteer support.

Day of Service
April 22, 2017
The Bloomfield Chapter celebrated
their Community Day of service at
Kinder Towers in Bloomfield, NJ. Members served an Italian luncheon, catered
by Vinnie’s Pizzeria of Bloomfield to 65
residents. Entertainment was provided
by three of our talented Unican musicians, Paul Alongi,PNP, Phil Echo and
Joe Licinski.
On March 23, 2017 our four(4) newest
members were inducted into the Bloomfield Chapter. It was our pleasure to have
our District IV Governor, Sal Ingallina
perform the induction ceremony

SCOTCH PLAINS FANWOOD, NJ
The Scotch Plains Fanwood New
Jersey Chapter awarded $11,000 to six
students at our Annual Awards and
Scholarship Dinner. Four students were
awarded scholarships in memory of
past members. Each scholarship award
was $2,500 toward the first year of
undergraduate study. Our 2 Brian Piccolo winners were awarded $500 each
in scholarships. In addition they were
honored at the New Jersey District X
Brian Piccolo dinner. The scholarship
funds are given from the proceeds of our
Annual Labor Day Italian Festival. The
Festival has been an annual event since
1973 and is a source of community unity
and pride.
We are proud to serve our community thru the support of educational
opportunities in the proud tradition as
envisioned by Dr. Vastola in the founding
days of our organization.

Pictured left to right: Sal Ingallina-District
IV Governor, Judy LoMonte, Carol Kane,
Stella Menzel, Mary Lou Klenner and Mike
Sisco, President.

RUTHERFORD, NJ
From Left to Right; Ryan Peterson, Paul
Raphael (Chapter President), Stephanie
Pontiero, William Herron,( NJ District X
Governor)

Father Robert Wolfee UNICO National
Chaplain installing Rutherford Chapter
Officers for 2017-2018

Have you filed your
990 with the IRS?
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From Left to Right; Claudia Gentile, Gabriella Spadaro, Paul Raphael ( Chapter
President), Gianna Januskanis, Julia
Guarneri

UNICO National
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News

NJ DISTRICT VII

NJ DISTRICT VII

Rutherford UNICO Heritage Night L to
R Presenters ERDG Steven Pelonero,
Office Manager Pat Pelonero and
Chairperson Pat.

NJ District VII Governor, Allan Focarino presented a Certificate of Appreciation to Donald Onorato, Esq. at Hackensack UNICO’s 2017 Man of the Year
dinner, held at Seasons in Washington
Township, NJ on April 2.

SECAUCUS, NJ
June 2017-Secaucus NJ Chapter of
Unico Scholarship Awards ceremony
held at Secaucus High School. Since the
Chapter’s inception, Secaucus has awarded in excess of $90,0000.00 in scholarships to Secaucus students.

Our 59th Annual Dinner recognized distinguished individuals who demonstrated
“Service Above Self”.

Pictured from left to right- Former Scholarship Chairperson- Anthony DeRienzo;
Award recipients Amanda Tobasco, Nicole Charles, Marissa Fasciano, Melissa
DiLuccio and Connor Dunning; 2017
Scholarship Chairperson- Sandra Lopez;
and President Melissa Vogel.

This past Memorial Day weekend NJ District VII Governor, Allan Focarino and his wife Violet
toured replicas of Columbus’ vessels, the Nina and Pinta. The ships
arrived at the Two Mile Landing
in Wildwood Crest after departing
Wilming-ton, North Carolina. The
replica ships sail port to port with
volunteer crews for The Columbus
Foundation, which commissioned
the ships. These ships were built in
Valenca, Brazil by eighth generation
Portuguese shipwrights. Twenty
men built the Nina in 32 months
and the Pinta in 36 months using
design and construction techniques
dating back to the 15th Century
using. Building the Nina started
1988 and sixteen years later the
Pinta was built to accompany her
sister-ship’s tours of the western
hemisphere. The Columbus Foundation seeks volunteers to crew the
vessels. Additional information is
available at www.NinaPinta.org and
@ColumbusShips on Twitter and
Instagram.

Donald previously served as the District’s Legal Counsel for multiple years.

Have you seen your UNICO Photo website lately?
It’s been updated with many more pictures of our past National Conventions, Regional events, Miscellaneous events, Meet the President Dinners, District and Chapter events, and even photos taken
by our members that have appeared in your UNICO Heritage Calendar. Thousands of pictures
with a lot more still to come.
If your chapter or district would like to have the ones that you took uploaded, please call
the National Office at 973-808-0035 and they will direct you on who to send them to via
email. And remember, whether you took them or if you see the National Photographer
with his camera don’t be shy, please ask him to take a photo of you. They all can be seen
on www.UNICO.org. Look for the Photo Gallery and Just click on the Picasa Logo which is
where they all are saved, and navigate and get lost in our memories. Ciao.

UNICO National
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UNICO’s NJ District VII Honors
Eight at its 45th Annual Brian
Piccolo Dinner
Tuesday night, at the Venetian NJ
District VII of UNICO National held its
45th Annual Brian Piccolo Awards Dinner honoring the traditions and legacy
of the late Running Back for the Chicago
Bears football. Brian Piccolo’s football
career was cut short to battle with cancer,
of which he ultimately succumbed to on
June 16, 1970.
Brian Piccolo’s story was memorialized in the 1971 movie Brian’s Song,
which was remade in 2001.
Nunzio Campanile, Bergen Catholic
Athletic Director and Coach opened
up the program as the event’s keynote
speaker. Campanile enlightened the audience with Brian Piccolo’s story and how
it resonates o today’s dedicated athletes.
Each of the eight member chapters
of NJ District VII selects an outstanding
student athlete who also excels as an academic achiever; someone who emulates
Brian Piccolo’s dedication, determination, and enthusiasm to athletics and
academics.
Honored this year were; Anthony
LaDuca of Garfield High School, Nick
Monteleone of Hackensack High School,
Lily Durning of Kearny High School,
Chris Caban of Lodi High School, Kelsie
Kearns of Lyndhurst High School, Sabino

Coppola of Nutley High School, Mackenzie Disbrow of Rutherford High School,
and Alexis RaeAnn DePeri of Saddle
Brook High School.
UNICO National is the largest ItalianAmerican service organization in the
United States, established in 1922. In addition to local chapter initiatives, UNICO
supports charitable, educational, cultural
and civic programs on a national level.
UNICO also awards scholarships, funds
cancer research, supports mental health
initiatives, has established Italian Studies chairs at a number of universities,
contributes to Cooley’s Anemia research,
and supports a number of cultural and
heritage efforts on a national basis. Those
who are interested in supporting, joining, or seek additional information may
visit UNICO.org.

POINT PLEASENT BEACH, NJ

Point Pleasant Chapter President Bob
Gynn along with officers Paul Viggiano
and Donna Gallina

L to R Allan B. Focarino, District Governor,
Nunzio Campanile, Bergen Catholic
Coach and Keynote Speaker, Mackenzie
Disbrow, Kelsie Kearns, Lily Durning,
Dominick Nicastro, UNICO National
President, Jerry Taylor, Dinner Chairman
and saddle Brook Chapter President,
Alexis RaeAnn DiPeri, Anthony LaDuca,
Nick Monteleone, Sabino Coppola, Chris
Caban
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Bob Kulik a member of the “Happenings”
featured at Point Pleasant UNICO Annual
Charity Night.

NJ DISTRICT VII
NJ District VII Governor Allan Focarino joined Chapter President Sam Faltas
at the Garfield UNICO Table on Sunday,
April 2, to help raise money for the Ingui
Family Foundation, Rare is Beautiful.
Salvatore Ingui is a member of Garfield
UNICO and the chapter supports his family’s foundation. Denise and Sal’s middle
daughter, Dee Dee, a junior at Bergen
Tech High School, was diagnosed in April
2015 with a rare genetic disease, PeutzJeghers Syndrome.Dee Dee’s long-term
goals include a career in music and movie
production.
The mission of Rare is Beautiful is to
find a cure for Peutz-Jeghers Syndrome
(PJS), spread awareness for the disease,
and assist families who have children
already stricken with cancer. PJS is a rare
genetic disease which affects the STK11/
LKB1 gene that suppresses tumor growth
throughout the body. As a result, cancer
risk is multiplied considerably without
proper monitoring and surveillance. PJS
affects as few as 1 in 300,000 people, but
it goes undiagnosed often. The Ingui family organized this 5K Run at the Elmwood
Park Memorial Middle School / High
School, their first. Additional contributions for the cause can be sent to: Rare is
Beautiful, PO Box 551, Elmwood Park, NJ
07407

Point Pleasant members traveled to
Seaside Heights to participate in fundraiser for the Ocean County Columbus
Parade
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PITTSFIELD, MA
Chapter Wine Tasting Fund Raiser
On Friday, April 7, the Pittsfield
chapter held its tenth annual wine tasting, auction and raffle at the Berkshire
Hills Country Club and was attended by
over 200 people. The proceeds from this
event will benefit the chapter’s scholarship fund as well as several charities.
Chapter members Anthony Gamberoni,
Mike Quadrozzi, Rick Palma and Mike
Palmieri headed up the event and were
supported by a great staff of chapter
volunteers. Forty different wine types
including some great homemade wines
supplied by chapter members were offered as well as an assortment of beers
and liqueurs. A variety of food was also
provided that included cheese, crackers
and pepperoni platters, fruit platters,
vegetable platters as well as a variety of
sliders. Background and dancing music
was provided by D.J. Mike Wilk who is
also a chapter member.
It was a very successful night for the
Pittsfield chapter and a very entertaining
night for all that attended.

Co-Chairmen of the wine tasting portion
of the event (l-r) Mike Quadrozzi and Anthony Gamberoni.

The Hackensack Chapter Honoring Donald Onorato Esq. left citizen of the year,
and MC Guy Di Napoli

HACKENSACK, NJ

Hackensack Brian Piccolo winner. Pictured L-R Dad John, Nick Monteleone
winner, Guy Di Napoli Chairman, Sister
Gabriella, and mom Danielle
National president Dom Nicastro, and
2nd Vice President Frank De Frank presenting Don Onorato with a proclamtion.

Have you filed your
990 with the IRS?
HAZLETON, PA
Breakfast with the Easter Bunny

Chapter volunteers working on the raffle
(l-r) Tiki Windsor, Mike Palmieri (Co-Chairman), Jackie Sadera, Rick Palma (CoChairman) and Linda O’Brien.

Chapter winemakers (l-r) Jim Sorrentino,
Mike Sorrentino, Larry Salvatore and Tom
Romeo offer their finest products at the event.

UNICO National

Mayor John Lebroise, presenting Don
Onorato with a proclamation from the
city of Hackensack.

Don Onorato our Citizen of the year is
also a very talented drummer.
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Hazleton UNICO recently held its
first annual “Breakfast with the Easter
Bunny” April 2, at the Cinema Draft
House . Each attendee was provided with
breakfast, a youth movie and many gifts
from a variety of sponsors. The community event was attended by over 150
registrants.

left to right: Sherri O’Donnell, Mary
Anne Madi, Tegan O’Donnell & Donna
Delehanty.
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Ella T. Grasso Literary Scholarship winning
essays

Arturo’s Legacy
By Paulina Borowski

P

icture this: a girl, lying flat on her
back, held up by the stiff yet familiar mattress that reminds her she
is no longer in the comfort of her home,
staring at her ceiling, counting the ceiling
tiles as if the sum of squares would reveal
her purpose in this world. A woman,
full to the brim with colorful dreams of
bringing stories to life on the screen yet
clueless as to what stories people want
to hear. A college freshman, questioning
what it is that she can offer the cinematic
world she yearns to be accepted into.
An Italian American young woman
who finally realizes that it is not about
her, but it is about those who came before
her, her incredible forebears that made
her life in America possible.
That girl is me, and I want to use my
cinematic passions and talents to tell the
story of my kind, hard-working, selfless,
ambitious great-grandfather, an Italian immigrant that risked his life to start anew
in America.
Arthur Tomaselli was an amazing man
who truly made a difference in my life
and in the city of Rochester, New York.
I had the pleasure of knowing this man
for thirteen years, and I am incredibly
inspired by his life story. Living down the
road from him in Rochester for the first
six years of my life, I was able to spend
many days with him, eating cookies on
the pool deck or picking berries in the
side yard. Though I often had a difficult
time understanding him through his deep
voice and thick Italian accent, there was
no mistaking the love and kindness that
he emitted in everything he said and did.
Not only did Great-Grandpa show me the
utmost affection during his lifetime, but
he also influenced me beyond words. I am
so proud to be a young Italian American
woman as well as the great-granddaughter
of such a courageous and loving Italian
immigrant, and I will carry this pride
with me for the rest of my life. However,
I will not be content simply holding onto
this pride, keeping it for myself; I want to
share it with the world, shouting GreatGrandpa’s story to the rooftops. As a film

48

fanatic, I want to use my knowledge and
skills in cinematic arts to strengthen the
legacy left behind by a man whose story
is unlike any other.
My great-grandfather’s epic tale began
when he was drafted into the military.
Instead of fighting for a corrupt dictator,
he fled his home in Southern Italy and
went into hiding as Mussolini took power
in the wake of World War 2. A compassionate stranger named Giovanni Vitale
took him in during this time of chaos,
and he spent many of his days hiding in
large metal com containers at her house
in northern Italy. In return for Vitale’s
help and friendship, my great-grandfather
retrieved food and doctors for her family
and the other runaway Italian soldiers
that were also in hiding.
During this time, Great-Grandpa was
introduced to Giovanni’s niece living in
America, a lovely woman named Armeda
that was looking for a husband. They
wrote long letters back and forth to each
other, falling further in love with each
other with every word scribbled onto the
page. Even though many other runaway
soldiers were also interested in Armeda,
Great-Grandpa was the one she fell for,
and he eventually proposed through these
letters. It was not for another year, however, that he was able to obtain a Visa and
come to America to live with his wife in
the land of opportunity.
Arturo Tomaselli first stepped onto
Rochester, New York pavement with just
$34 in his pocket. However, he did not let
his circumstances limit his capabilities.
Of course, life in a new country was not
easy at first, especially considering the
fact that the Italian man’s English was extremely limited. While he obtained ownership of the Vitale family grocery store in
Rochester when he married Armeda, the
business was struggling, and he was responsible for making extra money to keep
it alive. Initially, he attempted to generate
income selling his (delicious) homemade
cookies and pastries, but this was not
successful, as people stole his money
time and time again. Life in America was
harder than he imagined. However, after
working at a bon bakery for some time,
he was able to give a handshake and get
a loan from the baker to help the grocery
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store thrive. From this point on, with his
feet firmly under him, my great grandfather started truly making his mark.
With a growing population of Puerto
Ricans in Rochester, Great-Grandpa saw
a need for Puerto Rican produce, and he
went to great lengths to provide Spanish food for this community. Initially, he
travelled more than 8 hours each way to
the New York City ports every weekend
to obtain Puerto Rican food to sell in his
grocery store. However, with the generous loan from the banker, Arthur had
the funds to build a garage where this
produce could be shipped from the ports
to the store. Not only did my great-grandfather provide for the Spanish community
by establishing the first ever Puerto Rican
produce store in Roc ester, but he later
sponsored ten Puerto Rican families to
immigrate into America. He paid for their
travel expenses, provided them homes,
and got them jobs with Gerber, Kodak, or
any grocery store connections he could
get for them. He rented out his property
to these families, and they paid him little
by little as they established themselves in
America. By 1967, my great-grandfather
had $60,000 cash in his pockets from
renting out his property and store (equivalent to $437,610 today). The old man
could clearly run a business like no other.
However, while Great-Grandpa was
rich in money, he was growing poor in
emotional strength. When Armeda died
young, she left Arthur alone with their
daughter, only a small child at the time.
As a businessman, he struggled between
pouring his time into his work and pouring his love into his daughter. This was
especially hard as a widowed and single
father, grieving the loss of his much-loved
wife. Unfortunately, he was forced to sell
the grocery store in order to spend more
time raising his daughter. However, things
turned up for Great-Grandpa when he
experienced an unexpected plot twist.
Doris, Armeda’s younger sister, had a confession. While Arturo was hiding away in
Italy and sending letters to America, Doris
was intercepting the letters and writing
back to him. Unknown to Arthur, Armeda
was uninterested in corresponding by
mail, so she allowed her younger sister to
write back and forth with this man hiding
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Ella T. Grasso Literary Scholarship winning essays
away in Italy. All along, Doris and Arthur
were falling in love, but this connection
was not revealed until Armeda’s death.
Thus, Great-Grandpa was remarried to
Doris, and they lived a long and happy
life together, raising my grandmother to
be the amazing woman that she is today,
telling the story of her incredible father to
whoever asks about him.
I am absolutely amazed by what my
great-grandfather did for my family and
my country. I cannot imagine having
more awe for a man that left everything he
knew to move across the world, by himself, to pursue a new life in America. Not
only was this man incredibly courageous,
but he spent his life loving and providing
for others. He did so much for the Puerto
Rican community in Rochester, and he
lived to see 10 grandchildren and 8 of 10
great-grandchildren born here as his Italian American descendants. For me, being
Italian American means remembering his
story and passing it down to generations
of Italian Americans after me. This man
deserves to be remembered for centuries
for his bravery and commitment to love
and success in America.
Which brings me back to 2017.
Picture this: an excited freshman film
student at the University of Southern
California, eager to tell the world the
story of her great-grandfather. Lying on
that stiff mattress that reminds her of
the opportunity she has been afforded in
gaining a higher education. Wondering
if there could possibly be enough ceiling tiles to match the amount of lives
her Great-Grandpa affected during his
lifetime. Eager to tell his story. The story
of a man who inspired her beyond words
and reminds her daily what it means to
maintain one’s cultural roots. A story of
perseverance, of commitment, of turning
$34 into $437,610. A story celebrating
both life and loss, for loss must come before triumph. A story of unexpected Jove,
unprecedented work ethic, unsolicited
selflessness. A story of a remarkable Italian immigrant named Arturo Tomaselli.
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festival
By Nikki Romaglia

W

alking towards the blocked
off intersection, the scents
of various concession stands
and flower vendors mixed to produce
an interesting combination: sweet, but
tangy. The scent took shelter in my nose,
and only got stronger as we walked down
the street and towards the festivities. I
squeezed tightly on the little hand that
was encompassed in mine. My little
cousin, about four years old, was the
tiniest thing here. I didn’t want to lose
her in this crowd of people. My ears
were overwhelmed with honking horns,
revving engines, the loud but muffled
chatter of people, and different styles of
music mixing to form one distinct sound.
It was quite an overwhelming scene.
The amount of people mixed with the
amount of stands in the distance made it
hard to tell where we even were. It was
just a blue of green, red, and white.
We were at a festival, the Hoboken
Italian Festival to be exact: Feast of the
Madonna Dei Martiri. People of strands
of Italian descent come to enjoy food,
music, and culture. I had never been to
this festival, but my grandparents were
veterans. Every year they rave about
dancing and dining. They tell me it’s
an experience unlike any other. There’s
not many places where you can be with
people of the same descent as you and
really learn about your culture all at
once. This was the real deal. This wasn’t
a stereotypical Italian festival. This was
full of Italian residents, homemade Italian items, and authentic Italian culture. I
was excited to explore and fully indulge
myself in what this festival had to offer
with my little cousin by my side.
When we got to the entrance we were
immediately transported into a different world. I felt as if I was in Italy itself,
minus one of the many different types of
gorgeous Italian landscapes. But in order
to get the full experience, I had to settle
for the New Jersey intersection and let
my mind wander. There were banners
everywhere. CUISINE FROM ROME!
Authentic Italian Music! Venetian Masks
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Sold Here! I didn’t know where to begin.
It was an overwhelming feeling of inclusion. People were asking me to come
over, check out their merchandise, tell
me a story, or learn about a particular region. I was asked where I was from. I was
told family recipes. I was given places to
explore when I myself one day traveled
to Italy. Everyone was genuinely proud
to be Italian, and excited to let others
know about it.
Suddenly, I felt a tug on my arm. It
was my little cousin. I looked down, her
blue eyes matching the clear summer
sky. Her face was a mix of confusion,
curiosity, and hunger.
“Can we get food?” she asked.
“Of course! What do you want?”
I replied. Suddenly a rush of people
crowded around us, all trying to back
away from the center of the road. I
tripped over my feet as I was getting
pushed to the back of the crowd. I
squeezed my cousin’s hand and pulled
her towards me, wrapping my arms
around her. I wasn’t going to lose her. I
stood on my tippy toes to see what was
going on. I swayed back and forth until
I could find a clear tunnel of vision.
Down the cleared path walked a group
of men with guitars, singing one of the
most calming, soothing, beautiful songs
I have ever heard. I smiled, because my
Grandpa plays similar music while doing work around the house. I recognized
the song the group of men were playing. The notes floated in one ear, out the
other, soothing, and calm, until the men
walked past and the noise began to fade
away. People were clapping. People were
happy. The excitement was contagious.
I looked down and saw my little cousin
smiling. I smiled too.
People began to fill the street again
and move on to the next stand, the next
region, the next point of interest. Should
we go to Rome next? Maybe Venice? I
think Florence will be nice. Every strand
of Italian culture in a one mile radius,
there for you to explore and experience.
We began walking too. At this point,
I heard my stomach growl and made
it a point to find some food as fast as
possible. There were so many options:
seafood, meat, pasta, bread, anything
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you could possible imagine. We passed a
stand full of classic Italian desserts and
pastries. As much as I wanted to indulge
in that, I was reminded that I was getting
food for a little one as well, and I’m not
sure how happy her parents would be
with me if I let her skip lunch and go
straight to dessert. So we continued on
our search for something that looked
interesting to us.
After walking a bit, we approached a
concession stand that was selling little
bowls of pasta with homemade sauce. I
have never seen so many different kinds
of pasta sauce in my life. There was also
a list of about twenty different kinds of
pasta itself I could choose from. I didn’t
even know that this many kinds of pasta
existed. The vendor took my excitement
as humorous. He began to tell me about
all the different kinds, what region they
originated in, what classic dished they
are usually a part of, etc. I loved hearing about all of this, but at this point I
couldn’t wait to eat. I picked one off the
list, gave our orders and waited for our
food. While waiting, I took a look at the
crowd. There was such an array of people. Young kids, middle aged, and older
adults created a mix of people like no
other. There were elders in wheelchairs,
and newborns in strollers. Thinking
about it, we were somewhere amazing.
People coming together for something
like this creates an atmosphere like no
other. My thoughts were interrupted
with our food. I thanked the guy not only
for our meal but for our little pasta lesson as well, grabbed my cousin’s hand,
and looked for somewhere to sit.
In the far corner of the festival were
rows of wooden picnic tables. As we
approached, we were greeted by my
grandparents, who wandered off from us
when we first arrived. They too had food
in their hands. They were smiling so big,
something I expected to see. I could tell
they were having the time of their lives,
and to see their two granddaughters experiencing too is a feeling they can’t replace. We all walked to an empty table in
the front, laughing and talking about all
of the cool things we had the chance to
experience. I sat next to my cousin, gave
her a fork and a napkin, and watched her
eyes light up. The sauce was still warm
and the steam was hitting her in the
face. She was so hungry, and this staring
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contest between her and the marinara
sauce was the anticipation and suspense
she needed to confirm that this would be
the best bowl of pasta she has ever eaten.
I looked down at my bowl, and knew I
was going to be satisfied.
While eating, I heard a mumble that
sounded out of place. I brushed it off,
taking another forkful of my pasta until
I heard it again. It sounded like a little
kid. I looked around until I saw another
little girl under the table. “Hello!” I said
to her as I helped her up from the floor.
She was smiling with a piece of pasta
in her hand, she had been to the same
concession stand as we had. Suddenly
her mom approached the table and in
a frantic tone yelled “There you are,”
she looked me in my eyes and said “I
am so sorry. She does this all the time”.
We all laughed and said there was no
need to apologize. The woman sat down
and began talking to me and my grandparents. At first, it was all small talk. I
learned why she was here, who she was
here with, where she lived, how many
kids she has, and what she does for a living. Then my Grandpa asked if she was
Italian.
“I am! My family is from Northern
Italy. My mother actually still lives near
Milan!” she exclaimed.
“I’ve been to Milan, it’s beautiful” my
grandparents chimed in. From there on
they had a conversation about the beauty
and intrigue of Milan. They compared
favorite landmarks and experiences. We
told her that our family comes from Sicilian descent. We have family that live
in Sicily and also near Naples. We began
a northern versus southern Italy conversation. Topics included food, music,
clothing, and landscape. My grandparents talked about life in Southern Italy
and their daily lives. I sat with my hand
under my chin, taking in every word
they were saying. I looked around the
table. My cousin stopped eating, and she
too had her hand under her chin, listening intently. Next to her was the little
girl who was under our table. She sat in
her mother’s lap, looking tired from a
long day of running around. And holding
her was her mother, looking my grandparents in the eyes, genuinely curious
and interested in what my grandparents
were talking about. It was a moment one
wouldn’t think much of, but really had
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so much meaning. So many generations
sitting at one table, so many stories, so
many cultures, so many ways of life.
This festival may have been all about
Italy, but Italy is a puzzle. It’s not complete unless every piece comes together.

SPARTA, NJ
Sparta UNICO Holds 20th Annual
Easter Egg Hunt
3000 eggs filled with candy.....20 eggs
filled with tickets to win baskets and
three eggs filled to win bicycles that were
donated by Dawn Corbo of weichert reality of Sparta.
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COMUNICO RULES AND GUIDELINES
The following are ComUNICO Rules that
must be strictly adhered to in order for
a Chapter and/or a Committee’s submissions to be included in an issue of ComUNICO:
1.

Each Chapter is limited to
300 words per issue. This
includes the number of words
in a column and captions.
2. The only titles to be included
in captions are for National
Officers and Chapter Presi-		
dents. Do not identify other 		
Chapter Officers by title.
3. If more than 10 people appear 		
in a picture, do not identify 		
each of them.
4. Abbreviations are not to be 		
used. The only title to be ab		
breviated is Vice President 		
(VP).
5. All articles and captions are 		
to be submitted in Times New 		
Roman font, 11 point font size 		
and in black.

12. Photos coming in after a holiPhoto File Name should be
day will not be included in
identifiable to the correspondthe next issue, if deemed to be
ing caption.
untimely. ComUNICO should
7. A Chapter is allowed a maxireflect the current time of
mum of 6 pictures per issue
year.
for a regular event.
13. Articles cannot contain copy
8. All award recipients (ie…
righted materials. All articles
Scholarship, Brian Piccolo)
must be original and comshould be included in one
pletely written by the person
picture. Do not send multiple
submitting the article. An
pictures from an event with
article compiled from inforone recipient per picture.
mation that was cut and
9. Only pictures attached to an
pasted from other sources is
e-mail will be accepted. Pic
considered plagiarism.
tures embedded in an e-mail
will be returned to the Chap
The following are ComUNICO Guideter and not included.
lines for a Chapter to follow:
10. All submissions should be
1. Photos should be sent in landsent to comunico@unico.org.
scape not portrait form.
Submissions sent to any other
2. Do not send in blurry picoffice e-mail address will not
tures.
be included.
3. Review all submissions prior
11. The deadline for submissions
to sending for grammar and
is 5:00 PM on the designated
punctuation.
day.
6.

HIGHLAND BEACH, FL
Brian Piccolo Award Night on
April 3, 2017

left-Lisa Marie Browne- Award winner
Victoria Le Pore-Award winner- Derek
Pearson- Ann Matarazzo

left Gail Guy Pres. Derek Pearson- Award
winner

The Deadline for
the September 2017 issue
of ComUNICO is MONDAY,
AUGUST 7TH 2017
Please send all submissions to:
left- Gail Guy Pres. - Victoria Le Pore Award Winner
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comunico@unico.org
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Celebrating

Independence Day!
51

News ComUNICO
WAYNE, NJ

In Memoriam

member of Corpus Christi Church and
usher at the early Sunday Mass for 50
years and loved to make family breakGAETANO PATRIZZI
fasts after Sunday Mass. His homemade
sauce was the best, which he made sure
to tell everyone, and his home repairs
were a work of art. Buddy was proud
of his 1978 Cadillac Sedan De Ville. He
was an avid duck pin bowler with the
All Insurance League and won many
trophies. He was a coach and past President of the Wethersfield Little League in
the early 1970s and was an avid Boston
Red Sox fan. Buddy enjoyed spending
time and having dinners with his family and making his award winning wine
Gaetano Guy “Buddy” Patrizzi, 87,
with his cousin John and oldest son
of Wethersfield, beloved husband for
Michael. He loved his family members
62 years of Doris (Cerwonka) Patrizzi,
and friends and was always there to
passed away peacefully on Thursday,
help them no matter what time of day.
April 6, 2017. Born in Hartford on July
He will be dearly missed by his wife
30, 1929, he was the son of the late
Doris, who lovingly called him “Pat”;
Michael Dominic Patrizi and Carmela
his daughter Susan Beard of Newington;
(Palazzo) Patrizi. He was very proud of
three sons, Michael Patrizzi and wife
his service in the U.S. Army. He served
Anna of East Granby, Mark Patrizzi of
as a Private First Class, Lightning DiviBroad Brook and Stephen Patrizzi and
sion 25th infantry as a radioman during wife Gillian of Hartford; five adored
the Korean War, where he spent one
grandchildren, Michael Beard, Jennifer
year at Heartbreak Ridge. Buddy retired Sullivan and husband Tom, Michael G.
from Aetna after 38 years of service.
Patrizzi, John H. Patrizzi and Kathryn
While still working there, he was also
C. Patrizzi and one cherished greatthe office manager at his cousin’s congranddaughter, Rachel Sullivan. He is
struction company, Palazzo Construcalso survived by his sister, Annette Shea
tion. In addition to his career at Aetna
of Wethersfield, as well as many nieces,
he was also employed part time in the
nephews, cousins, extended family
press room at the Hartford Courant for
members and friends. Funeral services
many years. He never formally retired
will be Tuesday (April 11) at 9 a.m. at
and worked well into his 80s. He was
the D’Esopo Funeral Chapel, 277 Folly
a longtime member of the Benevolent
Brook Blvd., Wethersfield followed by
Order of Elks Lodge 2308, serving as
a Mass of Christian Burial at 10 a.m.
Exalted Ruler and holding many desigat Corpus Christi Church, 601 Silas
nations such as Trustee, Treasurer, Audi- Deane Hwy., Wethersfield. Burial with
tor, Past Exalted Ruler, District Deputy,
military honors will be in Rose Hill
Vice President Central District and State Memorial Park, Rocky Hill. Family and
President from 2007-2008. He also was
friends may call on Monday from 4-8
a member of the VFW, Rocky Hill and
p.m. at the funeral chapel. Donations in
UNICO National, Wethersfield chapter,
Buddy’s memory may be made to the
where he enjoyed serving at the MacaElks National Foundation Scholarship
roni Dinner every year. Buddy was very Fund, 2750 N. Lakeview Ave., Chicago,
proud to serve as Honorary Parade Mar- IL 60614-2256. To share a memory of
shall of the Wethersfield Memorial Day
Buddy with his family, please visit
Parade in May 2016. He was a lifetime
www.desopo.com

In January, our new 2017-2018 Executive Board was sworn in. Our guest
of honor, UNICO National President
Dominick Nicastro was on-hand to perform the duties of swearing in our new
President, Angela Gregorowicz. Our new
board members will serve a 2-year term,
and include President Angela Gregorowicz, 1st Vice President Bill Bianculli, 2nd
Vice President Helder Rebelo, Secretary
Brian Rasa, Treasurer Donato DiZuzio,
and Sergeant-at-Arms Geraldine Gillio.
We have some exciting events coming
up this year. Full details are available on
our website (www.wayneunico.org). In
the September/October timeframe, we
will have our first, what we hope to be
annual, Car Show.
Several of our members are classic
car aficionados, so this will be a great
opportunity to get the chapter together
for a worthy cause, and increase Wayne
UNICO’s awareness in the community.
We will also hold our annual golf outing, which is shaping up to be one of our
most significant golf outings to date. As
mentioned, please visit our website, and
if any fellow UNICO Chapter members
are interested in attending any of our
events, please reach out. Our chapter
email is info@wayneunico.org, and our
phone number is 973-692-8795.

L to R - Bill Bianculli, Brian Rasa, Donato
DiZuzio, Geraldine Gillio, Anthony DeGennaro, Dominick Nicastro

The Deadline for the JULY 2017 issue of ComUNICO is MONDAY, AUGUST 7TH, 2017
Please send all submissions to: comunico@unico.org
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WESTWOOD, NJ
Support Autism Education
Fundraiser
In recognition of Autism Awareness
month, The Westwood Chapter held its
ninth annual dinner in support of Autism education. Over 220 guests enjoyed
a dinner of fabulous food donated by
local eateries, winning items from a 100
prize tricky tray, raffles and games for the
children. The evening was also marked
by stuffed animal’s wearing puzzle piece
vests and goodie bags for the children in
attendance, as well as an event T-shirt
with sponsor logos.
At this event, members of UNICO
provide a safe and welcoming environment where children and families facing
the challenges presented by Autism can
share an evening out, free from worry
or judgment. The Chapter and event
Sponsors also invited families impacted
by autism, who are facing financial difficulty, as their guests at the event and
provided each of these families with a
donated package of tickets to the event’s
tricky tray. Over the course of the event’s
history, over $100,000 has been raised
and this year marked the most successful
fundraiser to date. The proceeds will be
donated to several autism related charities including; a local school specializing
in autism education, a Bergen County
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WATERBURY, CT

based adult program for individuals with
autism, The UNCIO National Mental
Health Foundation (designated for Autism) and the Margaret Spataro Memorial
Fund (designated for Autism), as well as
other charities. The statistics are staggering; 1 in 68 children Nationally are
affected by Autism, a life-long developmental disability that has an even greater
prevalence in New Jersey. This epidemic
touches each of us, and our community,
profoundly, and so, The Westwood Chapter is honored by the generosity of our
members and supporters in helping us
accomplish our mission of placing service above self.

Frank Travisano, IPP, Honored by
Connecticut General Assembly Italian
American Legislative Caucus
We are proud to announce that Frank J.
Travisano, Immediate Past President of the
Waterbury Chapter of UNICO National,
was honored by the Connecticut General
Assembly Italian American Legislative
Caucus during their annual celebration of
St. Joseph’s Day. The event was held on
March 22, 2017 at the Legislative Office
Building in Hartford, CT. The inscription
on Frank’s plaque reads as follows:
State of Connecticut General Assembly
Official Citation Introduced by Italian
American Legislative Caucus Et Al.
“Be it hereby known to all that: The Connecticut General Assembly hereby offers
its sincerest congratulations to Frank J.
Travisano. In recognition of Your Commitment to the Promotion and Prosperity of the Italian Culture and History.
Your Professional Accomplishments
and Numerous Community Activities
that have contributed and promoted
the rich tradition of Italian-American
History and Culture. Your hard work,
dedication, and commitment to the
preservation and continuation of the
rich history are greatly appreciated.
Thank you for all that you have done
and continue to do.” Given this 22nd
day of March 2017 at the State Capitol
Hartford, Connecticut
Legislators, staff, general public and
members of the Waterbury Chapter of
UNICO National were in attendance. We
are proud of Frank and we congratulate
him on this important recognition and
honor.

Connecticut State Representative Anthony D’Amelio (left) and Waterbury
UNICO IPP Frank J. Travisano (right).

UNICO National
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RARITAN VALLEY, NJ

Brian Piccolo Award Winners.

RUTHERFORD, NJ

Community Service Day. Collecting to
benefit the Rutherford Food Pantry L to R
Donors Joe and Carol Tantullo, Member
Vinnie Laborim.

RUTHERFORD, NJ

SADDLE BROOK, NJ
Saddle Brook UNICO recently helped
co-sponsor, along with Cresskill UNICO
and The Coccia Foundation, the 3RD
Annual Italian heritage & Culture Night.
It was a wonderful event. Many thanks
go to all the Cresskill Middle and High
School students of the Italian Language
program who helped make this a very
successful event.
It is very noteworthy to point out
that many of the students in this program were not of Italian Heritage but yet
showed their love for a culture not their
own. If our Italian Heritage and Culture
is to survive in America, this is a very
proper direction to follow.

Attendees from New Jersey District X
Brian Piccolo Award night.

Participating in the Rutherford Chapter
Vinnie DeCesare Memorial Golf Classic
L to R Artie Beretta, Robert Montanino,
Louis Pandolfi and Frank Tidona.

SCRANTON, PA

To donate to a
UNICOCharity

make checks payable and mail to:

UNICO National Scranton Chapter
Aces Members Bella Cappellano-Sarver
and Alex Strubeck recently volunteered
at Marley’s Mission Blue Ribbon Gala
fundraiser.

UNICO Foundation
271 US Highway 46, West
Suite F-103
Fairfield, New Jersey 07004

All donations to the Foundation
are tax deductible
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SADDLE BROOK, NJ – CELEBRATING 50
YEARSNews
ComUNICO
News
SADDLE BROOK, NJ
A 50 Year History of the
Saddle Brook Chapter of
UNICO National
The Saddle Brook Chapter of UNICO
National was chartered in September of
1967 by a group of Italian/Americans
from a local Knights of Columbus Chapter. Our Charter President was the late
George Notte.
Through the years, Saddle Brook
Chapter of UNICO has been very active
not only in the community of Saddle
Brook but also in UNICO National. Two
of our members became National Presidents, the late Anthony “Biff Giampapa
in 1980 and Salvatore J. Mangano in
1997. A third Chapter member, the late
Joseph Coccia, Jr, was National President in 1976 during his membership in
another Chapter. Eight of our Members
have served as District Governor of New
Jersey District VII. The Chapter has won
many Chapter Achievement awards
through the years and many of our members have won National Awards. We
currently have 41 members. The current
President of our Chapter is Jerry Taylor.
Saddle Brook UNICO grants scholarship awards and is a major player in the
fight against the discrimination of Italian-Americans, observes Columbus Day
with fitting programs, promotes the perpetuation of our rich Italian Heritage &
Culture, participates in underprivileged
and handicapped children’s fund raising
efforts, promotes Italian Study Chairs
in collages and universities, promotes
the study of the Italian language in High
Schools, raises funds for local and National charities, particularly The Jimmy
V Foundation for Cancer Research, Mental health research programs, Cooley’s
Anemia research programs, Community
and Civic activities, and promotes good
fellowship among members. The Saddle
Brook Chapter of UNICO has raised
funds and scheduled events for many of
the above topics for the past 50 years.
We recently celebrated our 50th
Anniversary Gala at the Brownstone in
Paterson, NJ. We are proud of our rich
history in Saddle Brook and UNICO
National. We are prepared for the next
50 years.

UNICO National

Have you filed your
990 with the IRS?
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Keystone Chapter celebrates
the Fifth Anniversary of its Chartering

Keystone UNICO Celebrates Fifth
Anniversary with a Hollywood Italian
Style Theme and 263 Attendees
Keystone Chapter recently celebrated
the Fifth Anniversary of its Chartering.
Of course, we are most proud of this
event for a long list of reasons .... Our
many accomplishments in fundraising
that has brought much needed funds to
many 501c3 agencies; our yearly scholarships; our first Piccolo Dinner this year;
and the many hours of volunteering that
our members have given these past 5
years have all brought much attention to
our chapter, as well as UNICO National,
in our immediate community of Dunmore as well as throughout Northeastern
PA. Mostly, we are most pleased with
our success as a chapter because so many
said we could not possibly become a
chapter, let alone be a successful one.

Keystone UNICO members who were
recognized for organizing the Keystone
Chapter are from left: Mark and Michele
McDade, Mary and Jim Mack, Peter Noto,
Marilyn Vitali, Valerie Riggi and Gia Riggi,
accepting for her recently deceased father, Ted Riggi.

National and local UNICO National officers
present at the Fifth Anniversary of Keystone UNICO are from left: Cathy Bianchi,
President of Keystone UNICO; Dominick
Ortolani, Past PA I District Governor and
representing Wilkes Barre UNICO; Glenn
Pettinato, Past UNICO National President;
Jim Baress, President of Scranton UNICO;
Dominick Nicastro, President of UNICO
National; Dr. Frank DeFrank, 2nd V.P. of
UNICO National; Mark E. McDade, Charter President of Keystone UNICO and currently PA II District Governor; and Yvonne
Gatto, President of Carbondale UNICO.

President Dominick Nicastro helps Anniversary Co-chairmen Frank Coviello and
Bob Collins pick the Grand Prize Winner.

Anniversary celebrants: Nettie Wormuth,
Ed & Nancy Angeloni, Marge & Frank Ruggiero, Karen & Joe Angeloni, Joe & Cesira
Berardelli and Marie Scaringi.

Picture of The 5th Anniversary Committee.

Keystone Charter, Congratulatory Certificates and Membership Information for incoming guests to peruse.

“Service Above Self”
Looking to REDISCOVER YOUR HISTORY?
Looking to HELP YOUR COMMUNITY?
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Keystone Chapter celebrates
ComUNICO
the Fifth Anniversary of its Chartering

National President Dominick Nicastro
presents Keystone President Cathy Bianchi with a Chapter Fifth Anniversary
Certificate.

Members and Guests pictured at The Hollywood Lounge are Eileen & Paul Leonard,
Andy Kowalchik & Peggy Tunney, Ken &
Marci Barnansky, Cathy & Jeff Stanton
and Niccole & Mike McDade.

Keystone Chapter Co-founder Jim Mack
showing his portrait creations displayed
at the Fifth Anniversary.

Louise and Joe Ligi share a picture with
WYOU Newscaster Nick Toma.

News

Keystone Chapter UNICO National received a congratulatory citation from the
Lackawanna Commissioners on the occasion of their Fifth Anniversary. From
left are Patrick O’Malley, Lackawanna
County Commissioner; Frank Coviello,
event co-chairman; Cathy Bianchi, Keystone Chapter President; Robert Collins,
event co-chairman; and Mark E. McDade,
UNICO National PA II District Governor.

WELCOME CHARTER MEMBERS
Edward A. Faatz
Mary D. Faatz
Kimberly Marchese

Marie Pellegrino Roberts
Mary Ann Sessa
Andrew Sessa

Frank, Bob and Dominick present Al Caterino with the Grand Prize.

JOIN the Organization of Choice!

The Largest Italian American
Service Organization in the United States
UNICO National
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On behalf of our President & CEO, Lourdes Cortez,
we are happy to announce that Unico National
is now part of our North Jersey Federal Credit Union family.

U

NICO and North Jersey Federal have a rich and proud history that is similar in many ways.
North Jersey Federal has been helping our local community with their financial needs for over 80
years. We would welcome the opportunity to talk with you to determine whether you can benefit from
credit union membership.
North Jersey Federal is a not-for-profit, full service banking institution rooted in the New Jersey community.
Through our shared branch network, you will have access to 30,000 free ATMS and 5,000 branches worldwide.
North Jersey Federal offers business checking and savings accounts, business Visa cards, and commercial
lines of credit and business loans. Because we are a not-for-profit organization our rates and fees are much
lower than those of commercial banks.
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DANIEL LEON
North Jersey Federal Credit Union, Mortgage Loan Officer
711 Union Boulevard | Totowa, NJ 07512 | E-mail: dleon@njfcu.org | Phone: 973-785-9200 ext. 3381
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Prayer to the

Blessed Virgin

SCRANTON, PA

News

ST. JOE’S MONTVALE, NJ

The Ladies Auxiliary Of Scranton
Hosted Their Annual Bocce Night At The
Victor Alfieri Club.

St. Joe’s HS UNICO sponsored District IX
Brian Piccolo winners Anthony D’Apolito
from St Joseph Regional High School
and Alexandra Farinaro, from Park Ridge
High School.

NEVER KNOWN TO FAIL — (1X)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven,
Blessed Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. Oh, Star of the Sea, help me and
show me herein you are my mother. Oh
Holy Mary, Mother of God, Queen of
Heaven and Earth, I humbly beseech
you from the bottom of my heart to
succor me in this necessity. There are
none that can withstand your power.
Oh show me herein you are my mother.
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee. (3X)
Holy Mother, I place this cause in your
hands. (3X) Holy Spirit, you who solve
all problems, light all roads so that I can
attain my goal, you who gave me the
divine gift to forgive and forget all evil
against me and that in all instances in
my life you are with me, I want in this
short prayer to thank you for all things
as you confirm once again that I never
want to be separated from you in eternal
glory. Thank you for your mercy toward
me and mine. (Say this prayer three consecutive days and after three days, your
request will be granted. Publication
must be promised.)

SECAUCUS, NJ

WESTFIELD, NJ

Secaucus NJ Chapter of Unico’s booth
at the Annual Secaucus Street fair held
on June 3, 4 and 5, 2017. Proceeds of the
very successful 50/50 raffle benefited the
Chapter’s Scholarship fund.

Westfield Chapter Brian Piccolo
Recipient Philip Martini
At their 42nd Annual Brian Piccolo
Sports Award Banquet, Westfield (NJ)
Chapter President Bob Tarte (left) and
NJ District X Governor Bill Hearon present the Sports Award to Westfield High
School senior, Philip Martini. The banquet was held at the Gran Centurians Banquet Hall in Clark NJ on May 5, 2017.

Pictured left to right… Chapter Members
JoMarie Bennett, Joseph Ranieri, Chapter President Melissa Vogel, and Chapter
Member Nancy Van Es.

NJ DISTRICT XI

SPARTA, NJ
Sparta UNICO donates bench to the
newly dedicated Sussex County First
Responders Memorial.

SA, IPP, JCS, VAH, CO, AD, SLP,
IZ, JFM, FP

TO OFFER A PRAYER TO THE BLESSED
MOTHER send a Check for $20, made out
to UNICO and your initials to:
ComUNICO Prayer
271 US Highway 46 West
Suite F-103
UNICO National
Fairfield, NJ 07004

New Member Marc Cotugno.
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SHARE YOUR
ENTHUSIASM!

Join us Today!
UNICO National is the largest Italian American Service Organization in
America. With 109 local Chapters in
18 states and more being formed right
now, we have an unparalleled track
record of giving that dates back to
1922.
Through the UNICO Foundation, we
donate annually to cancer and Cooley’s
anemia research, mental health initiatives and scholarships.
Through our many National Award
Committees, we present awards in literature, science, amateur and professions athletics and military service.
Through our Anti-Bias Committee, we
promote positive images of Italian Americans and battle negative stereotypes.
Through our local Chapters, we provide countless volunteer hours and
support worthy causes of all sorts.
If you are looking to celebrate your
heritage, serve your community and
build lifelong friendships, UNICO
National is the organization for you!
To find out more,
call 973-808-0035
Or visit www.unico.org
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STARTERS Cool Stuff

CERAMICS

galore

What started as a part-time eBay store opened by two friends has quickly turned into a full-time business focused on the age-old
art of majolica. Umbrian natives Manuela and Tiziana have handpicked more than 6,000 ceramic items crafted by some very gifted
Italian artists and their families. When you browse their online shop, thatsArte.com, you can search by region, artist or pattern. Detailed
descriptions and biographies about the region and artist are provided with each item. Prices range from $85 to $1,500. thatsArte.com
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Panorama ITALIA

SICK OF IT
Determined to put an end to a recent measles outbreak, the Italian government recently
passed a law making vaccinations mandatory for all children in school. Failure to comply
with the law will result in exclusion from school for children and hefty fines for families.
The measure comes after a fivefold increase in measles cases was reported across the
country in April compared to the same month one year ago, according to Italy’s National
Health Institute. Health Minister Beatrice Lorenzin, who has been a vocal advocate for
vaccinations, blamed “fake news” regarding the side effects of measles vaccines for
generating the emergency. The move has caused some friction within the government,
with Education Minister Valeria Fedeli worried about the measure’s ripple effect. “We
will work together to create a concrete way of making vaccines mandatory without infringing upon the right to education,” she said.

THE FORCE IS WITH ITALY
“Star Wars” fans had reason to rejoice in May, when film crews were spotted
around Italy’s Dolomite mountains, working on a spin-off focusing on Han Solo.
According to Corriere delle Alpi, the towering Monte Piana will be the setting for
several key scenes, including a “violent brawl.” Also used during filming were the
many trenches cut into the rock during World War I, which make up part of the
Open Air Museum of the First World War. It is not the first time the “Star Wars”
franchise has shot scenes in Italy. The majestic Reggia di Caserta was used as
the Naboo Royal Palace in two of the films, while Anakin and Padmé were married overlooking Lake Como.

LEADING THE WAY
It was a triumphant season for Italian soccer coaches, who are gaining momentum abroad
as well as at home. After Claudio Ranieri’s remarkable Premier League victory with Leicester
one year ago, this year’s winner was Antonio Conte, who led his Chelsea team to the top of
the British soccer championship. In Germany, Carlo Ancelotti took home the national title
with Bayern Munich. In Italy, meanwhile, Turin-based Juventus overcame AS Roma and
Napoli to win its record-setting sixth straight Serie A title under Massimiliano Allegri. Allegri
also succeeded in taking Juventus to the Champions League final against Spain’s Real
Madrid, the most prestigious European tournament. (Results of the match weren’t available
at press time.)

HISTORY FOR SALE
In an effort to reduce the country’s mounting debt, the Italian government recently put on the market hundreds of properties it cannot afford to keep. It’s a chance for investors with deep pockets to snatch
up valuable holdings such as British Admiral Horatio Nelson’s 17th-century castle, located at the based of Mt. Etna ($7.5 million), or Bologna’s
Ospedale degli Innocenti ($11 million), a 13th-century former hospital
adorned with beautiful frescoes. “It’s much easier to purchase public
property today than in the past,” said Patrizia Vasta of Agenzia del Demanio, the state property agency (investinitalyrealestate.com). “And
while some buildings are on sale, others can be leased as private residences for a minimum of six to a maximum of 50 years through public
tenders.”
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ITALIA Panorama

LOSING FACE
After failing to comply with Italy’s antitrust laws, the popular phone messaging service
WhatsApp was slapped in May with a $3.3 million fine. According to Italian authorities,
the application required an overly generous sharing of personal data as a term of use.
The particular wording would allow sharing across apps, making it easy for WhatsApp to
provide user intel to its parent company, Facebook. The Italian agency said it had found
other aspects of WhatsApp’s terms of use unfair, including allowing for unexplained interruptions to service and permitting only the provider to terminate the agreement.

KNOCK-OFF GRAINS
In May, the Italian government made a formal move to secure “country of origin” labels for its grain products. The move was announced on Twitter by Agriculture Minister Maurizio Martina. “After milk, more transparency on labels for rice and pasta,”
he tweeted. The measure is intended to curb the import of foreign durum wheat,
which goes into about 30 percent of the country’s 3.2 million tons of pasta produced
annually. Aside from protecting Italian farmers, who produce about 4 million tons of
durum wheat each year, the labels would address health concerns, as imported wheat
may not be subject to the same stringent EU rules regarding pesticides. The move
has Canadian farmers worried. Italy is currently Canada’s second-biggest foreign
buyer of durum wheat, with annual sales estimated at $180 million.

FOOD AS ART
Art comes in many forms. For Italian sushi chef Yujia Hu, it means making NBAthemed delicacies at his Sakana Sushi restaurant in Milan. The latest craze has been
Hu’s fish-and-rice versions of famous basketball sneakers. The bite-size masterpieces
have made headlines and attracted basketball fans from all over the world. Hu has
even launched a series of prints featuring his culinary masterpieces. Hu made headlines last year when he announced a line of sushi that portrayed NBA idols such as
LeBron James and Tim Duncan. Hu, whose parents immigrated to Italy from China,
has an Instagram account (@theonigiriart) that has more than 12,000 followers.

BAD NEIGHBOR
One of Rome’s newest architectural wonders has also become one of the
city’s biggest headaches. The so-called Fuksas cloud, a wavy metal-andglass structure that was dedicated in 2016 after eight years of construction, has angered residents of the capital’s EUR neighborhood. At the
center of contention is the reduced width of Viale Europa, the main thoroughfare that splits EUR in two. Aside from costing almost $250 million
more than originally planned, the cloud was built seven feet beyond its
allotted space, forcing an awkward reduction of the street. Protesters’
demands are finally being listened to, with the city of Rome asking for
suggestions to overcome the embarrassing mistake.
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Books REVIEWS

Behind
enemy lines
by Stephen P. Corbo

▲ SALVATORE J. LAGUMINA
EXCERPT From the Book
(Max) Corvo was a man of two
worlds — Sicilian and Connecticut
American. Coming to this country as
a 9-year-old, with the outbreak of
war and now 19 years old, he committed himself to freeing the land of
his birth from the totalitarian Fascist
government. He was convinced that
Americans of Italian decent could be
reintegrated as espionage agents and
commandos in the field. Remarkably
the 20-year-old, 5-foot-3-inches-tall
Army private convinced the right
people and became an officer in the
newly formed OSS. He developed a
plan to augment the invasion of
Sicily from North Africa by setting
up an intelligence headquarters, and
recruiting Sicilians from his family’s
hometown to gather vital intelligence. He was a loyal American who
endeavored to bring American democratic ideals and principals to the
land of his birth.

THE OFFICE OF STRATEGIC
SERVICES AND ITALIAN
AMERICANS: THE UNTOLD STORY
By Salvatore J. LaGumina

■ PAGES: 188
■ COST: $79.99 (hardcover)
■ ISBN 978-3-319-33333-5
■ WEBSITE: www.springer.com
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Portrayals of Italian Americans in
WW II have often played out in stereotypic terms on television and in the
movies.
There’s the wisecracking, always-introuble Angelo Maggio in “From Here to
Eternity.” And “The Dirty Dozen” gave us
Victor Franko, who Wikipedia describes
as “a former member of the Chicago organized-crime syndicate who has extreme problems with authority, convicted
of robbing and killing an elderly man.”
Historian Salvatore J.
LaGumina shatters those
stereotypes in his latest
book, “The Office of
Strategic Services and
Italian Americans: The
Untold Story.”
Delving into a legacy
that has been hidden
away for decades in classified government files,
LaGumina has unearthed
the substantial contributions that Italian Americans made to the
behind-the-lines battle
against the Axis powers.
Spearheading that
battle was the Office of Strategic Service.
Better know as the OSS, it was the forerunner of today’s Central Intelligence
Agency. Among its many initiatives, the
office aggressively recruited Italian
Americans from the country’s top universities, from the streets of American cities
and from within the ranks of the U.S.
military.
Though relatively few in number,
these recruits made a tremendous contribution to the Allied victory in Italy. According to LaGumina, it is estimated that
“more than a hundred OSS teams were
infiltrated behind German lines into
Northern Italy between 1943 and 1945.”
All of them volunteered at a time when
many of their countrymen viewed them
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with suspicion and mistrust.
Often parachuting behind enemy
lines or slipping ashore in small boats
under cover of darkness to spy, gather intelligence and rally the resistance, these
“agents extraordinaire” were a diverse
and talented lot.
We meet Raymond Rocca. Born in
California, he attended the University of
California at Berkley, earned a doctorate
and worked for the Analytic Section of
the Foreign Broadcast Service until he
joined the OSS Special
Counter Intelligence
Component.
Then there’s “Jumping Joe” Savoldi. Born in
Italy, he was a star football player at the University of Notre Dame and a
world-champion wrestler
who LaGumina describes
as “surely one of the
most colorful OSS operatives.”
Although fewer in
number, women made
contributions that were
no less important.
The agents were anything but typical, yet all possessed similar qualities. Either Italian born or
first-generation American, they were fluent in Italian and many were familiar
with the dialects, customs and geography
of Italy: all essential elements to the success of these clandestine operations.
They were bright, overwhelmingly
young, fiercely loyal to America, and
willing to put their lives on the line in
carrying out the most dangerous of missions.
Exhaustively researched, this book is
a great read as well as a treasure trove for
anyone interested in the history of American espionage. LaGumina takes us down
a trail he has blazed, acting as a tour
guide into a region few have ever visited.
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Marathon

rock ’n’ roller
by David Witter
The story of how Bobby Vee became
a teen idol reads like an old B movie
script. In late 1950s Fargo, N.D., Bobby
Velline’s older brother Bill and his
friends formed a garage band to play
around with the new wave of music
called rock ’n’ roll. Bill gave his younger
brother Bobby a guitar and taught him a
few chords. Soon, according to journalist
Sam Roberts, “Mr. Vee wangled his way
into his older brother’s
band as the lead vocalist
because he was the only
one who could remember
the lyrics to their songs.”
There’s nothing special about how he got
started with his brother’s
band. The incredible part
came a few months later
when a plane carrying
rock idols Buddy Holly,
Richie Valens and the Big
Bopper crashed en route
to a show in Minnesota.
Area DJs put out a call for
local bands to help fill out
the show for that tragic evening. Velline
and friends volunteered and before they
could back out of their impulsive decision, they were on stage and the MC was
asking them the name of their band.
Bobby improvised and blurted out, “The
Shadows.” Scared to death, Bobby and
company survived their baptism-by-fire
performance.
The group was spotted by an agent
who offered his services. He began to
find them regional bookings. Bobby Velline, who never had any thoughts of a
professional music career, was, all of a
sudden, a musician. The band began to
perform regularly and the agent/booker
suggested Velline shorten his name. In
June of 1959, Bobby Vee and the Shadows cut their first record, “Suzie Baby.”
It soon became a regional hit and the
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rest, as they say, is history.
Bobby Vee went on to record 38 singles that charted on the Billboard Hot 100
from 1959 to 1970, with “Take Good Care
of My Baby” reaching the coveted No. 1
spot in 1961. Vee biographer Robert
Reynolds wrote in his book, “The Music
of Bobby Vee,” that “During a period
when flash-in-the-pan, one-hit wonder
teen idols often ruled the charts, Bobby
Vee was a consistently reliable chart-topping
singer.”
Many of the teen
idols of the early 1960s
were knocked off their
pedestals by the Beatles
and the British Invasion
that followed in their
wake in the mid-1960s.
Ironically, Bobby Vee
proved to be hugely popular with British audiences
for more than 40 years.
Nevertheless, Vee struggled to find another hit in
the mid-’60s until he
changed his sound slightly and hit pay
dirt with “Come Back When You Grow
Up.” The song’s popularity built slowly
in different pockets of the country, topping out at No. 3 and becoming, according to Vee, “the biggest record of my
career.”
Just when the innocence and fun of
early rock ’n’ roll seemed to be a distant
memory, the nostalgia craze of the 1970s
blossomed with the popularity of such
films and TV shows as “American Graffiti,” “Grease,” and “Happy Days.” All of
a sudden, Bobby Vee and his fellow teen
idols were in high demand once again
and would remain so for the rest of their
careers.
Bobby Vee died in October of 2016
due to complications from Alzheimer’s
disease. He was 73 years old.
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EIGHT CLASSIC ALBUMS
PLUS BONUS SINGLES
Bobby Vee
There are many solid Bobby Vee CDs
on the market. That’s the good news.
The bad news is that none of the ones
on Amazon have Vee’s last big hit,
“Come Back When You Grow Up.” I’m
not exactly sure why that is because all
of his hits were originally released on
the Liberty label. Just about every
greatest hits compilation set includes
all the earlier Top Ten songs but not the
1967 hit.
“The Very Best of Bobby Vee,” is a
tremendous value, currently selling on
Amazon for under $9. It includes, “Rubber Ball,” “Take Good Care of My
Baby,” “Devil or Angel,” and 47 other
cuts.
My choice, however, is another import
simply called “Bobby Vee: Eight Classic
Albums Plus Bonus Singles.” There is a
large series of these album bundles
under the label name of Real Gone
Music. I own at least a half dozen of
them and for the money, the sound is
usually very good and the value is incredible. Every one of the 50 cuts on
“The Very Best of Bobby Vee” is in this
package plus 53 more including three
more Top 20 hits. Best of all, the last
album included in this set is Bobby
Vee’s Christmas album. Coming in at
under $13, you won’t find a better deal
than this one.
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Film PEOPLE

Professional

plot twist
by Jeannine Guilyard
She was born into cinema royalty,
grew up in a Mediterranean paradise and
could have been a movie star. Instead,
she chose to make meaningful documentaries on social issues, human rights and
the legacy of cinema. If that weren’t
enough, she started a film festival to give
voice to other filmmakers, journalists and
activists who share her vision.
Giovanna Taviani is the
daughter of Vittorio Taviani
and the niece of Paolo Taviani,
a legendary filmmaking duo
known as the Taviani Brothers.
Born in 1969, she had an early
interest in literature and cinema, and today is considered a
scholar of those subjects.
Among the topics of her essays
are novelist Luigi Pirandello,
the neorealist genre and the
films of Luchino Visconti.
When she was a teenager, she
had a role in her father’s 1984
film, “Kaos,” but instead of
pursuing acting as a career, she opted for
a life behind the camera.
Through her work, Taviani explores
the assimilation of immigrants and other
relevant social issues. Her films have
echoes of legendary documentary maker
Vittorio De Seta, who told stories of
Sicily and its neighboring islands. On
one hand, her work is raw like De Seta’s,
giving it a neorealistic ambiance. On the
other hand, the dramatic music scores
composed by her brother Giuliano Taviani give them a fictional, Hollywood
feel. Giuliano is an accomplished composer whose music has graced the films
of Ferzan Ozpetek, Massimiliano Bruno,
Francesco Munzi and of course, the Taviani Brothers. The Taviani offspring
have followed their own paths, but they
occasionally come together with family
patriarchs to create poignant works.
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One of those is Giovanna Taviani’s
“Il Riscatto,” which was inspired by a
character in the Taviani Brothers’ documentary film, “Caesar Must Die.” That
character, Salvatore Striano, profiled in
Fra Noi last year, took part in the Rebibbia Prison’s Shakespeare program while
he was incarcerated. Upon his release, he
began acting professionally and today is

one of Italy’s leading men. Giovanna Taviani documented the challenges of turning his life around and educating
youngsters on the importance of culture
in general and Shakespeare in particular,
in order to avoid a life of crime.
In her film, “Ritorni” (Returns), Taviani tracks the return of immigrants to
their homeland of Maghreb, a region of
western North Africa. The shooting took
place during the sweltering summer holidays and radiates with the heat of Africa,
which can be interpreted as a metaphor
for the blood, sweat and tears the immigrants shed in leaving their places of origin. The film offers a fascinating
perspective as these sojourners return to
their roots.
Her 2010 documentary, “Fughe e approdi” (Return to the Aeolian Islands),
showcases the splendor of her ancestral
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▲ GIOVANNA TAVIANI
Seemingly destined to be a movie star,
she chose a life behind the camera,
making and promoting meaningful
documentaries.
land, where some iconic cinema was created. Taviani visits the movie locations of
several generations of Italian filmmakers,
including Rossellini (“Stromboli”), Antonioni (“L’Avventura”) and the Taviani
Brothers (“Kaos”). Revisiting these locales was clearly an emotional experience for Taviani as she recounts her
memories of growing up there as well as
the experiences of other filmmakers making their own masterpieces on these islands.
Although documentary filmmaking
is her main passion, she finds a great
deal of joy in the annual film festival she
founded more than a decade ago, the
SalinaDocFest. Held on the island of
Salina surrounded by breathtaking views
of the Mediterranean Sea, the annual festival showcases documentaries and feature films with the theme of human
rights and spotlights the work of promising young filmmakers. The festival has
become a huge success with critics, filmmakers and the public, growing with
each passing year.
The Taviani Brothers’ film “Kaos,” in
which Giovanna acted, is available
through Amazon. Much of her work is on
YouTube. Now in its 11th year, the SalinaDocFest will take place from June 25
to 29. When she is not making arrangements for her festival, she is working on
her upcoming documentary about Sicilian storytellers in Palermo.
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Italy’s List of
Schindlers
by Judith Anne Testa
Editor’s Note: This article is reprinted
from a past issue of Fra Noi as a counterpoint to the tragic history revealed in this
month’s travel piece.
The 1993 release of Steven Spielberg’s film, “Schindler’s List,” focused
attention on the occasional “good Germans” and their role in
saving Jews from the
Holocaust. Although
Italy produced no person
exactly comparable to
Oscar Schindler, it’s true
that in Italy, during the
period when Schindler
was saving the lives of
the Jewish labor camp
inmates who worked in
his factory, innumerable
Italians were busy subverting Germany’s genocidal plans in
courageous and ingenious ways. Proof of their
effectiveness is summed
up in stark statistics. In Germany and
Poland, despite the efforts of people like
Schindler, 95 percent of the Jewish population perished. In Italy, 85% of the
country’s Jews survived.
What was so different about Italy?
Italy lacks a tradition of virulent
anti-Semitism of the kind found further
north in Europe. This isn’t to say that no
Italians have ever been hostile to Jews, or
that there has never been persecution or
discrimination against Jews in Italy. In
general, though, the violent, pervasive
anti-Semitism of some European countries has never existed in Italy. Furthermore, the founders of the modern Italian
state were anti-clerical liberals whose attitudes and policies included a rejection
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of anti-Semitism.
Other factors also contributed to the
tolerant attitudes of Italian Christians.
Although Italy is home to some of the
oldest Jewish communities in the western world (the oldest of all is in Rome,
where Jews have lived since the 2nd century B.C.), Jews have never constituted

Ferramonte

more than a tiny percentage of the population — about one-tenth of one percent.
In addition, Italian Jews have been more
assimilated than in other European countries: their physical appearance, clothing,
language and their broad contacts with
non-Jews have all made them indistinguishable from their neighbors. The
19th-century Italian statesman Massimo
d’Azeglio summed it up when he observed: “All Jews look like Italians and
all Italians look like Jews.” The Italian
Jews who witnessed the foundation of
the Italian Republic in 1870 had every
reason to believe themselves assured of a
secure and equal status in the new Italian state. None could have had any premonition of the tragedy that would
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▲ RUFFINO NICCACCI
A Franciscan monk, he was among
countless gentiles who helped save
Jews in Italy from German persecution
during the final months of World War II.
overtake them less than 70 years
later.
The rise of Fascism in Italy, the
evolution of Italian Fascist policies
toward the Jews, and the relationship of these to parallel developments in Hitler’s Germany are
stories too long and complex to be
dealt with here. Some historians
have argued that Mussolini’s imposition of racial laws against the
country’s Jews in 1938 was in response to demands from Hitler,
while others claim the Italian dictator acted on his own. Whichever
is the case, the ways these laws
were enforced (when they were enforced
at all) was quintessentially Italian. The
ever-increasing, ruthless efficiency with
which the Germans stripped Jews of
their rights, their property and their lives
had no counterpart in Italy.
That the racial laws created enormous suffering among Italian Jews is incontestable, and the effects of those laws
should never be minimized. But from
the beginning, many Italian government
bureaucrats seemed intent on putting the
laws into effect as slowly as possible.
Some might say that glacial slowness
and needless complexity were, and still
are, the nature of all Italian bureaucracies, and that there were no special efContinues on page 68 …
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… continued from page 67 …

forts to interfere with the process of reducing Italy’s Jews to stateless fugitives.
But the degree of inefficiency in the enforcement of the racial laws was extraordinary, even by Italian standards.
The German government had little
difficulty deciding what constituted a Jew
and acting on that definition, but Italy
wrestled endlessly with the elusive problem of identifying who was Jewish. Italian officials invented the most
cumbersome and time-consuming census
operation ever undertaken, with the alleged goal of identifying Jews, but they
defined so many loopholes and exceptions that thousands of Jews slipped into
the gentile population. Italians were so
far from sharing German racial attitudes
that they exempted the families of Jews
killed, wounded or decorated for bravery
in any previous Italian wars! In 1939 the
government instituted an “Aryanization”
program, a commission that could arbitrarily declare that a Jew was not a Jew.
The very idea of such a commission made
a mockery of Hitler’s obsessions with
racial “purity.”
Even the internment camps built by
the Italian Fascist regime for holding Jews
had nothing in common with the death
camps of the Nazis. The Jews held at
these sites in southern Italy were considered political prisoners, arrested for their
anti-Fascist sympathies and not for being
Jewish. Although conditions in these
camps were sometimes terrible, they were
never used for the extermination of prisoners. These camps must, however, be
distinguished from the prison camps in
northern Italy, such as the one at Fossoli,
run by the Germans and used as a conduit to the gas chambers at Auschwitz.
The Ferramonti internment camp in
southern Calabria illustrates the gulf that
separated Italian prison camps from German ones. Initially a desolate, malaria-infested site without electricity, water, or
sanitary facilities, the prisoners turned it
into a livable community. The camp director, a police commissioner named
Paolo Salvatore, treated his charges with
respect. The prisoners dug wells and
built huts. With help from camp guards
and local residents, the inmates established a cooperative kitchen, a library, a
nursery, a medical unit, a theater and a
synagogue. There were even food vendors
who wandered around the camp selling
pastries and hot tea. Although this may
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sound overly idyllic, eyewitness accounts by Jews who had been interned
there confirm it. The dark side of the
story is that, during the summer of 1943,
the Italian Fascist authorities had
planned to transfer the Jews at Ferramonti to Germany, where they would
have met certain death. But Italian delaying tactics at Ferramonti, followed by the
fall of Mussolini and the arrival of Allied
troops, prevented this plan from being
carried out.
Some Italian bureaucrats raised obstructionist tactics to a fine art. Dr. Angelo di Fiore, a civilian official in the
Rome police department, became a master at “losing” key files concerning Jews.
During the German occupation of Rome
his office became even more inefficient.
“What we tried to do,” he declared after
the war, “was to give
the impression that
we knew nothing.”
Instead, he recalled,
“we made such a
‘pasticcio’ — such a
mess — of the files
that the Germans
never found what
they were looking
for.”
Stories abound
of how Italian Christians dealt with the
racial laws and the
Ferramonte
indignities they imposed on Jewish friends and neighbors.
Not given to protests and self-righteous
public declarations, they instead engaged
in their age-old inclination to evade or
bend laws they didn’t like. A Jewish university student in Turin named
Emanuele Artom, expelled from the
school by the racial laws and forbidden
to use the library, found one of his professors willing to take out books for him.
A Jewish woman in Trieste named Laura
Erbsen received phone calls from local
shopkeepers, asking her not to come to
their shops. These weren’t hostile calls
designed to humiliate her. It was the
shopkeepers who were ashamed to have
her see the signs they’d been forced to
put in their windows, saying “No Jews or
Dogs Allowed.” Even some Fascist officials displayed a lack of enthusiasm for
the racial laws. During the German occupation Roberto Farinacci, the Fascist
boss in Cremona and a vocal supporter of
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Mussolini’s racial policies, turned over a
list of Cremona’s Jews to the Nazis, as
he’d been ordered to do. But before he
did that, he called every person on that
list and warned them to flee or hide. As
a result of efforts ranging from high levels of the government to ordinary members of Italian society, before 1943, not a
single Jew was released to the Nazis for
deportation and death. As long as Fascist Italy remained independent, and
until the occupation of the country by
the Germans, this policy remained in effect, much to the exasperation of the
German government.
All of this changed in 1943, after the
German invasion of Italy. Already in retreat from the advancing Allied armies,
the Germans were nonetheless determined to impose on Italy the ruthless

“Judenaktion” the Italians themselves
had refused to carry out. If life had been
difficult, inconvenient and occasionally
humiliating for Italian Jews under Mussolini’s lax and inconsistently enforced
racial laws, their lives quickly became
impossible under the German occupation.
Although gentile Italians also endured suffering at the hands of the Germans, in city after city the Germans
rounded up whatever Jews they could
find, killed some of them on the spot,
and deported others to their slave labor
and extermination camps in Germany
and Poland. As this nightmarish “caccia
degli ebrei” went on, throughout the ten
terrible months of the occupation, nearly
7,000 Italian Jews perished, about 15%
of Italy’s Jewish population.
In her book “Italians and the Holocaust: Persecution, Rescue, Survival,”
Susan Zuccotti offers an analysis of this
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statistic. She notes that of the Jews who
lost their lives, some were victims of their
own illusions — a prominent one was a
belief that the pope would protect them.
Others suffered death due to their own
bad judgment, inaction or cowardice, but
many more died because they were betrayed by their Christian neighbors. Not
all Italians were saints. But the positive
side of Zuccotti’s assessment is that of the
high percentage of Italian Jews who survived, most owed their lives to the courageous actions of Italian Christians, both as
individuals and as members of various organizations.
Help took a variety of forms. Gentile
doctors declared their healthy Jewish patients ill, and found them places in distant sanatoriums under assumed names.
Local bureaucrats scrambled files, as Dr.

di Fiore did in Rome, managing to lose
the records of Jews. Officials with access
to forms and stamps produced false documents. Local politicians, many of them
Fascists, used their authority to find shelter and supplies for Jewish refugees, and
some carabinieri and other police agents
warned the targets of impending arrests.
Perhaps the most unusual personal measure taken by a gentile in defense of Jews
was that of the Reverend Frigo, a priest
who taught at a seminary in Vicenza. A
supplier of false documents to Jewish
fugitives, he was arrested, interrogated,
beaten and imprisoned. Somehow, before
he was taken into custody, he ATE the
photographs in his possession that were
to have been used on the documents, and
he revealed nothing to his captors.
Among the atrocities that accompanied the German retreat through Italy,
none were as stark as the round-up of
Roman Jews that took place before dawn
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on Saturday, October 16, 1943, a day the
Romans still commemorate as Sabbato
Nero — Black Saturday. Within a few
hours the Jews living in Rome’s ancient
ghetto were routed from their homes and
herded into waiting trucks. Two days
later they were taken to Rome’s Tiburtina
Station, where they were packed into
cattle cars and sent to Auschwitz. Of the
1,259 people taken that day, only 15 survived.
Yet even in the midst of this terror,
there were instances of heroism. As one
of the trucks drove down a street near
the ghetto, the cries of a Jewish woman
among the prisoners aroused the sympathy of a Catholic mother. She screamed
to the Nazi guards that the baby the
woman was holding was hers, a
Catholic, taken by mistake. They believed her, and a
Jewish child named
Marco Miele came
flying through the air
and into the safety of
her arms. Arminio
Wachsberger, one of
the 15 survivors
among the deportees,
recounted after the
war how, taking advantage of the inattention of the SS
guards in charge of
the truck he was on,
Fossoli
he handed his 2year-old nephew to a Christian woman,
the wife of the janitor of the building
where the child lived. The little boy survived.
The questions of how much Pope
Pius XII knew in advance about this raid
and what, if anything, he could have
done to prevent it, remain a controversial and deeply divisive issue to this day.
But there’s no lack of evidence concerning the behavior of individual clergy and
ordinary Roman citizens on that dark
day. Col. Herbert Kappler, the Gestapo
chief who oversaw the raid, later reported to his superiors that the behavior
of the Romans “was clear passive resistance which in some individual cases
amounted to active resistance. … Attempts to hide Jews were observed, and
it is believed that in many cases they
were successful.” He added that there
were also people who “tried to cut off
the police from the Jews.” Phones rang
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all over Rome as gentile friends warned
Jews living outside the ghetto of the impending danger. Many offered their own
homes as hiding places. When the Germans at last retreated from Rome nine
months later, more than 1,700 Roman
Jews had been deported, most of them
to their deaths. But more than 10,000
survived, and virtually every survivor
owed his or her life to at least one and
sometimes several gentile opponents of
the Nazi raids.
Throughout Italy, some of the most
consistent and effective sources of help
for Jews during the occupation were
Catholic religious orders, as well as individual priests, monks and nuns.
Among the most notable is the Franciscan monk Ruffino Niccacci. With the
help and encouragement of Assisi’s
bishop, Giuseppe Nicolini, Brother
Ruffino found shelter for hundreds of
Jews fleeing the Nazi round-ups in other
parts of Italy. Such was his personal
magnetism that he even convinced the
abbess of a convent of Poor Clares to
shelter Jewish families in their cloisters,
although no male had crossed their
threshold since the order’s founding
some 700 years earlier. He recruited a
local printer to fabricate false documents in his shop at night. He personally accompanied his Jewish charges,
many of them disguised as monks and
nuns, to various destinations, where
other local priests smuggled them into
Allied territory. This network, which
became known as the Assisi Underground, is the subject of a book and a
movie.
What do Italy’s “righteous gentiles”
have in common? Whether they were
clergy or laymen, wealthy, middle class
or peasants, Fascists or anti-Fascists,
they shared an instinctive attitude: altruism — an unhesitating readiness to
show compassion toward other human
beings, and to help them at the risk of
their own interests and even of their
own lives. Although most didn’t comprehend the magnitude of the Holocaust, they understood that the
persecution and slaughter of their fellow Italians on the basis of their religion
was morally unacceptable. As Susan
Zuccotti puts it: “They understood their
duty as children of God, as Italians, and
as human beings, and they had the
courage of their convictions.”
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Know your

cheeses!
by Mary Ann Esposito
Let’s face it, artisan-made imported
Italian cheeses are expensive, but the
good news is that you only need a little
bit to enjoy on its own or to make a
dish truly sing. What I want to stress is
that imitation cheese has no place in
Italian recipes ever! And there are
many imitations out there, so beware!
My best advice is to always buy Italian
cheeses cut from the wheel. That’s your
guarantee that you are getting an authentic product, because the markings
on the rinds will identify them. If you
buy grated cheese, or cheese with no
markings, you might be paying top dollar for a cheap knockoff.
The last time I checked there were
well over 600 types of Italian cheese!
Forty-eight of those cheeses have been
given DOP status according to the Global
Agricultural Information Network report.
Some of the cheeses listed here have
been granted DOP status by the European Union. DOP means Denominazione
Origine Protetta and indicates food products created to exacting specifications of
a particular geographic location. The EU
guarantees their authenticity against
competing imitations sold as Italian
products.
The two most popular aged Italian
cheeses found in American kitchens are
Parmigiano-Reggiano and Pecorino, but
there are many others.
Asiago is a straw-yellow semi-hard
cow’s milk cheese from the Veneto region. It has a dark, glossy, blackish coating and a nutty flavor, and is similar to
Swiss cheese, with many tiny holes.
There are two types: Pressato, which is
whitish, fresh and mild in flavor, and
mature Asiago d’Allevo, which is yellow
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and has a grainy texture. Called mezzano
at six months of aging, vecchio at one
year and stravecchio after two years, this
is a great table and cooking cheese.
Burrata, made in Puglia, is a rich,
porcelain-white unripened cheese made
by combining mozzarella and cream. Soft
and delicate, it is best eaten on its own
with some crusty bread.
Fontina is a semi-soft white cow’s
milk cheese with a brownish rind from
the Val d’Aosta in northern Italy. It is a
great melting cheese. One of its classic
uses is in fonduta (Italian fondue). It also
makes a wonderfully creamy sauce.
Gorgonzola dolce is a cow’s milk
cheese from Lombardia. It is a blue
cheese with a sharp taste that is a wonderful for eating as well as in fillings and
sauces. There is also a drier, crumblier
version called Gorgonzola piccante or
forte.
Montasio is a cow’s milk cheese from
Friuli that goes well with fruit, especially
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pears. Available fresh, semi-aged
and aged, it is made from two milkings and is partially skimmed. It is
soft and delicate tasting when fresh,
and becomes sharper as it ages.
Mozzarella di bufala from the
region of Campania is made from
buffalo milk, while “fior di latte” is
made from cow’s milk. Both belong
to the family of cheeses known as
to the pasta filata, which means
“spun paste.” The curds are
stretched by hand and formed into
a soft, fresh cheese that is very perishable and best eaten as the Italians say “da giornata” (the day it is
made).
Provolone is a cow’s milk
cheese made in both the southern and
northern regions of Italy. The curds are
made from a morning and an evening
milking, and are kneaded until they are
firm and shaped into cylindrical form.
Pale yellow in color when young, the
cheese darkens with age and becomes
sharper in taste. Provolone is also a
pasta filata type cheese.
Ricotta means re-cooked and is
made by re-heating the whey that is
drained off from the curds during the
cheese-making process. As the cheese
forms it is scooped into plastic baskets
and allowed to drain. It is used as fillings for everything from pasta to tarts.
Scamorza is a drier type of cow’s
milk mozzarella that is often smoked
(scamorza affumicata) and sometimes
formed into animal shapes.
For more from Mary Ann Esposito, visit
www.ciaoitalia.com and facebook.com/maryannesposito. ©2017, Mary Ann Esposito.
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The first signs of

summer
by Dolores Sennebogen
The heart of summer approaches and grocery stores
are offering an array of seasonal fruits and vegetables.
However, much of it was
picked weeks ago and left to
ripen en route. For just-picked
flavor, take advantage of your
neighborhood farmers’ market, which may also offer
fresh herbs, fresh flowers and
unusual produce seldom seen
in chain stores. Cooking with
the freshest ingredients is the
Italian way of eating, especially at this time of year
when you can come home with armloads of tomatoes, basil, zucchini,
peaches, berries and everything else that
tastes like summer. The United States
Department of Agriculture has a directory on their website to help you locate
nearby farmers’ markets, as well as onfarm markets managed by a single operator selling directly to consumers. Find a
list at
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/local-regional/food-directories
This month’s first recipe has all of
the flavors of Sicilian caponata, but
since the eggplant is grated and not
cubed it is a spreadable relish.

MELANZANE TAGLIATE
IN AGRODOLCE
(Sweet and Sour Eggplant Relish)
3 small ribs of celery, finely diced
1 medium onion, diced small
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sugar and salt to dissolve them. Add this
to the eggplant along with the black pepper. Simmer 15 to 20 minutes or until the
eggplant is soft and fluffy. This dish is
usually made in advance. Serve as an appetizer at room temperature with
baguette slices or as part of an antipasto
presentation.
— Dolores Sennebogen

CASARECCE AI
POMODORINI
E BASILICO
1 cup extra-virgin olive oil
(approximately)
2 medium eggplants, peeled
1-1/2 cups tomato sauce
2 tablespoons capers, rinsed and dried
6 large unstuffed green olives,
coarsely chopped
1/4 cup red wine vinegar
2 tablespoons sugar
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon black pepper
Sauté the celery and onion in 1/3
cup of olive oil until tender, 5 to 8 minutes. Meanwhile grate the eggplant and
squeeze dry with lots of paper towels.
Add the eggplant to the onion and celery
and sauté for 8 minutes, adding extra
olive oil as needed. You might not need
all of the remaining 2/3 cup of oil, depending on how much the eggplant absorbs. Add the tomato sauce and simmer
for about 15 minutes. Add the capers and
olives. Heat the red wine vinegar briefly
in the microwave and then stir in the
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(Twisted Pasta with
Cherry Tomatoes and Basil)
1 pound casarecce pasta
Sea salt
Fruity olive oil
1/3 cup chopped onions
2 pints red cherry tomatoes
1 pint yellow cherry tomatoes
1/2 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper
Pinch of sugar
2 cloves garlic, pressed
1 cup fresh basil, chopped
Freshly grated Parmigiano cheese
Cook the pasta according to package
directions in water seasoned with sea
salt. Heat 1/2 cup olive oil in a large skillet over medium heat. Add the onions
and sauté until translucent. Increase heat
to medium-high. Add the tomatoes, black
pepper, sugar and salt to taste. Cook for 6
minutes, stirring occasionally until the
tomatoes start to burst and release their
juices. Near the end, add the garlic and
Continues on page 72 …
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Process the anchovies, parsley,
chives, green onions, capers, and garlic in
a blender or food processor until blended
but not pureed. Add the olive oil, lemon
juice, salt and pepper to taste. Pulse
again. The sauce should have a mediumthick consistency. Serve over the grilled
salmon, accompanied by green beans and
new potatoes.
Variation: Omit the anchovies and
add 1 teaspoon of Dijon-style mustard
when adding the olive oil and lemon
juice.
— Dolores Sennebogen
… continued from page 71 …

sauté for 1 or 2 minutes more. Add the
drained pasta to the skillet and toss. Add
an extra swirl of olive oil, along with the
chopped basil. Serve sprinkled with
grated Parmigiano and pass more cheese
at the table.
Variation: You can add dollops of ricotta seasoned with chopped basil and
mint.
— Dolores Sennebogen

SALMONE
CON SALSA VERDE
(Salmon with Piquant Green Sauce)
3 anchovy fillets, chopped
2 cups fresh Italian parsley, chopped
2 tablespoons chopped chives
2 tablespoons chopped green onion tops
2 tablespoons capers, chopped
1 small clove garlic, minced
1/2 cup olive oil
1/4 cup fresh lemon juice
Salt and pepper
4-6 grilled salmon filets

LINGUINE
CON BROCCOLINI
(Linguine with Roasted Broccolini)

10 ounces linguine, cooked al dente
1/2 cup reserved pasta water
Grated Romano cheese
Cut off the bottom inch of broccolini and discard. Lay the broccolini on a
baking sheet, toss with one or two tablespoons of olive oil and sprinkle with
salt. Add the optional red pepper flakes
if desired. Roast in a preheated 425-degree oven for 10 minutes, tossing at
least once. Heat 3 tablespoons of olive
oil in a large skillet. Sauté the minced
onion until it becomes soft and translucent, 6 to 8 minutes. Add the garlic and
sauté for about 1 minute more. Toss in
the lemon zest. Cut the roasted broccolini in halves or thirds and add to the
skillet. Mix gently. Season with salt and
pepper and cook over low heat another
5 minutes.
Drain the cooked linguine, reserving 1/2 cup of the cooking water. Add
the pasta to the skillet and mix. Add 2
tablespoons grated Romano cheese and
toss until the pasta is well coated. Add
an extra bit of olive oil or a small
amount of the cooking water, if desired,
for a slightly moister dish. Serve with
extra Romano cheese.
— Dolores Sennebogen

ZUCCHINE AL FORNO
(Baked Zucchini Sticks)

2 bunches broccolini
1/3 cup olive oil, divided
Salt
Red pepper flakes (optional)
1/3 cup minced onion
2 cloves garlic, through a press
2 teaspoons grated lemon zest
Freshly grated black pepper

4 small to medium zucchini
1/2 cup freshly grated Parmigiano
cheese
1/2 teaspoon dried oregano
1/2 teaspoon dried basil
1/4 teaspoon dried mint
1/4 teaspoon garlic powder
Salt and freshly ground pepper
2 tablespoons olive oil
2 tablespoons fresh Italian parsley,
chopped fine
Scrub the zucchini and dry them.
Cut off the ends and quarter them
lengthwise. Place them on a baking
sheet that has been lined with aluminum foil and lightly oiled. Combine
the grated cheese with the seasonings.
Drizzle the olive oil evenly over the cut
zucchini and sprinkle with the cheese
mixture. Bake in a preheated 350-degree
oven for about 15 minutes. Place under
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gremolata. Stir to combine. Garnish
with the remaining gremolata to serve.
— Dolores Sennebogen

TORTA DI PESCHE
(Peach Cobbler)

the broiler for an additional 3 minutes, or
until crispy. Arrange on a platter and
sprinkle with the parsley.
Variation: Sprinkle with finely
chopped fresh mint instead of the parsley.
— Dolores Sennebogen

FAGIOLINI
ALLA GREMOLATA
(Baby Green Beans & Lemon Garnish)
1 tablespoon grated lemon zest
2 cloves garlic, finely minced
2 tablespoons flat-leaf parsley, finely
minced
Salt and pepper to taste
1 pound tiny green beans
1 tablespoon good olive oil
Combine the lemon, garlic and seasonings well but not more than 1 hour before using. Cook the green beans briefly
in rapidly boiling water until tendercrisp. Do not overcook. Drain them thoroughly. Heat the olive oil in a skillet and
toss the beans with the oil and half of the

1/2 cup (1 stick) unsalted butter
1 cup all-purpose flour
1-1/2 cups granulated sugar, divided
1 tablespoon baking powder
Pinch of salt
1 cup of milk
4 cups peeled, sliced fresh peaches
1 tablespoon fresh lemon juice
Ground cinnamon
Ground nutmeg (optional)
Melt the butter in a 13-inch by 9inch baking dish. Set aside. In a bowl,
whisk together the flour, 1 cup of the
sugar, the baking powder and salt. Add
the milk, stirring just until the dry ingredients are combined. Pour this batter
over the melted butter in the dish. Do
not stir. It’s okay if you don’t cover the
butter all the way to the edges of the
dish. Bring the remaining sugar, the
peaches and the lemon juice to a boil
over high heat, stirring constantly. Pour
this over the batter in the dish. Do not
stir. The crust will rise to the top.
Sprinkle all over with ground cinnamon. Add a light sprinkle of nutmeg, if
desired. Bake in a preheated 375-degree
oven for 40 to 45 minutes or until
golden brown. Serve warm or cool. Add
whipped cream or a scoop of ice cream
for a special treat.
— adapted from Southern Living

PESCHE AL VINO
(Sliced Fresh Peaches in Sweet Wine)
1 ripe peach per person
Sweet wine
Grated lemon rind for garnish
(optional)
Drop the peaches into boiling water
for 30 seconds, remove at once and let
cold water run on them. Remove the
skins. Slice each peach into an individual serving dish and cover with sweet
wine. If you wish you may use your
fancy crystal stemware for this. Set in the
refrigerator until the peaches and dishes
are frosty cold. Sprinkle with some
grated lemon rind if desired. Little
squares of plain cake or butter cookies
may be served with this.
— Ann Sorrentino

▼ COOK’S TIP ▼

While broccoli, broccolini and broccoli rabe
have similar sounding names they offer different flavors. We are most familiar with
broccoli, a member of the cabbage family.
Broccolini may look like baby broccoli but it
is actually a hybrid of broccoli and Chinese
broccoli. It has a sweet mild flavor, unlike
broccoli rabe, which isn’t related to broccoli
at all. Its closest relatives are turnip greens
and mustard greens, having a bitter and
slightly earthy taste.
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Teramo PARTING SHOTS

Ready to rumble
by Nicola Orichuia
It must be something in the mountain air, but the inhabitants of Teramo
have long been known for their fierce
fighting spirit.
In Roman times, the town was at the
center of the Samnite wars, during
which the nascent empire fought neighboring populations such as the Sabellians, Etruscans and Umbri. When it
finally fell to Roman domination, it was
renamed Interamnia Praetuttorium
(“City of the Praetutii between two
rivers”) in honor of the warlike ancient
tribe living in that part of modern-day
Abruzzo.
Although the Middle Ages brought

74

its fair share of ransacking by invading
armies, the town reached a peak of brutality during the 15th century, when infighting among the powerhouse
families De Valle and Melatino erupted
into violence. An unsettling memento
from that period that still stands in the
city center admonishes viewers to “a lo
parlare agi misura” (mind what you
say). The stone shield features two
heads with tongues sticking
grotesquely out, reminding everyone of
the hanging of 13 members of the
Melatino family.
Despite the turbulence, the town
flourished during the Renaissance
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thanks to its strong commercial ties to
Florence and Venice. Noble families
began commissioning buildings and artwork that can still be appreciated today.
The Cathedral of St. Berardo is a beautiful
example of the Romanesque style, with
several art pieces by Nicola di Guardiagrele housed inside.
The town has continued to thrive in
recent centuries, as demonstrated by the
construction in 1993 of the University of
Teramo in 1993, and the completion in
1891, of the Osservatorio Collurania, an
astronomical observatory that houses an
impressive optical telescope with a 31.5inch lens.
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ANTHONY J. FORNELLI
In fond memory of a peerless leader

July 17, 1933, to June 28, 2017

It is with great sadness, that we report the
passing of Past National President Anthony
J. “Tony” Fornelli.
Tony’s impact on our Italian-American
community was immeasurable. Not
only was he the publisher of Fra Noi,
Inc., but he presided over countless
organizations including the Joint Civic
Committee of Italian Americans,
Justinian Society of Lawyers, Italian
American Political Coalition, Italian
American Veterans Museum, Casa Italia
and was one of the founding members of the
Chicago Amerital Chapter of UNICO
National.
As a Past National President of UNICO
National, Tony took great pride in our
organization. He was also an integral
part of the ComUNICO magazine
— always lending his expertise and
advice where needed.
In departing, he left a legacy so
profound that it may never be
matched.
Please join us in offering our
deepest condolences to Tony’s
family.

