COLUMBUS DAY COMMITTEE CHAIR
MESSAGE FROM CAV. RALPH A. CONTINI, PNP
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Columbus Day: Celebrating “250 Years of Italian Contribution to America”

Looking back, 2025 was a great year for Columbus. I call it “The Columbus Comeback,” and 2026 promises to be just as significant.

Several developments have drawn attention to the preservation and recognition of monuments associated with Columbus. Earlier this year, a replica of the Christopher Columbus monument that was destroyed in Baltimore in 2020 was installed on the grounds of the Eisenhower Executive Office Building in Washington, D.C., through a collaboration between Italian American Organizations United (IAOU) and federal officials. Additionally, the historic Christopher Columbus Memorial at Columbus Circle in Washington, D.C., was restored and rededicated. 
These developments are more than the restoration of monuments. They represent a renewed recognition of the important place Columbus and Italian Americans hold in the history and continuing story of our nation.

The Voyage That Changed the World—and Helped Open the Door to America: In 1492, Christopher Columbus embarked on a historic voyage that opened the door to the New World and set in motion centuries of exploration, settlement, and cultural exchange that ultimately helped shape the United States of America.

The Italian connection to America’s story continued through another renowned explorer, Amerigo Vespucci. His explorations and writings helped establish that the lands reached by Columbus were part of a previously unknown continent. In recognition of his contributions, the continents of North and South America were named in his honor.

From Columbus to Vespucci, the courage, vision, and determination of Italian explorers became an enduring part of the story of the New World and, ultimately, the story of America.

Today, we proudly remember that Italian heritage is woven into the very fabric of American history. Columbus Day provides an opportunity to celebrate our heritage, our cultural traditions, and the remarkable contributions Italian Americans have made and continue to make to the growth, strength, and prosperity of our great nation.

Columbus Day is more than a date on the calendar. It is a day of pride, heritage, history, and patriotism a “Great American Holiday” proudly embraced and celebrated by Italian Americans and our fellow citizens across the nation.

UNICO National, together with the broader Italian American community, remains committed to highlighting the importance of Columbus in our nation’s history and preserving the proud legacy of Italian Americans.

We encourage every UNICO Chapter to embrace the Columbus Day 2026 theme, “250 Years of Italian Contribution to America,” and incorporate it into meaningful programs and celebrations throughout October.

We urge all Chapters to celebrate Columbus Day and Italian Heritage and Culture Month by organizing events with local elected officials, community leaders, and civic organizations, including:

· Columbus Day ceremonies and wreath layings

· Italian flag raisings

· Italian Heritage and Culture Month programs

· Student essay contests and educational presentations

· Community celebrations

· Columbus Day dinners and cultural events

The UNICO National Columbus Day Committee stands ready to provide guidance, suggestions, and support to Chapters planning their celebrations.

Mark Your Calendars! 82nd Annual Columbus Day Parade — New York City on Monday, October 12, 2026.
On this historic day, we will gather in New York City for the flagship Columbus Day Parade, proudly celebrating the legacy of Christopher Columbus, our rich Italian American heritage, and the countless contributions Italian Americans have made to the United States.

As a founding member of the Italian American Leadership Forum (IALF), UNICO National will once again enjoy a preferred placement in the line of march up Fifth Avenue.

Our float signage will proudly align with the Columbus Citizens Foundation’s parade theme: 250 Years of Italian Contribution to America”. Alongside our now-signature message: “Columbus Day – A Great American Holiday”

Together, these messages reaffirm UNICO National’s commitment to preserve, protect, and defend Columbus Day, promote October as Italian Heritage and Culture Month, celebrate Italian American accomplishments, and raise awareness of UNICO National’s many charitable initiatives.

Alongside the other founding organizations of IALF, UNICO National will proudly display the IALF logo on our float.

Italian American pride will be on full display as thousands of marchers and spectators gather from across the Tri-State Area and beyond. The New York City Columbus Day Parade remains the largest celebration of Italian American heritage in the world.

We encourage all National Officers, Past National Presidents, Chapters, Districts, members and guests, and invite INSIEME Program member schools to join us in this historic celebration.

The parade will air live on WABC-TV from 12:00 noon to 3:00 PM and will also stream online.

Bring your Italian Tricolor flags! Bring your Chapter and District banners! Wear your Italian colors and proudly display your Italian American heritage!

As America celebrates its 250th Anniversary, let us proudly honor 250 Years of Italian Contributions to America—our heritage, history, accomplishments, and unwavering love for this great nation.

Let the Italian Tricolore fly proudly alongside the American flag. Italian Heritage. American Pride. One Great Nation.

In addition to New York City, we encourage participation in the following Columbus Day parades and celebrations. 

· Nutley–Belleville, NJ – 44th Annual Parade, Sunday, October 11, starting at 12:30 PM at Belleville High School and proceeding to Nutley High School.

· Ocean County, NJ – Sunday, October 11, beginning at 1:00 PM in Seaside Park. Members and guests should assemble at 12:00 PM (typically on The Boulevard at J Street) before marching toward Seaside Heights. The UNICO float will lead the procession.

· Philadelphia, PA – Sunday, October 11, along historic South Broad Street. Step-off is at 12:00 PM from Broad & Moore Streets.

· Chicago, IL – 74th Annual Parade, Monday, October 12, beginning at 12:30 PM on State Street at Wacker Drive. A float will be provided by the West Suburban Chapter.

· Greater Bridgeport, CT – 118th Annual Parade, Sunday, October 11, at 12:00 PM on Madison Avenue in Bridgeport’s North End.

· Morris County, NJ – Columbus Day Parade, Sunday, October 11, at 1:30 PM, starting at Ridgedale Avenue & DeForest Avenue in East Hanover.

America’s story is our story. Italian heritage is American heritage. And we proudly celebrate both. Let us make Columbus Day bigger, better, and more patriotic than ever! a Celebration to Remember!

The UNICO National Columbus Day Committee is seeking your support and contributions to help ensure a strong and visible UNICO National presence at these important events.

As a reminder, any UNICO National Chapter or District that contributes $500 or more will receive a special Columbus Day banner patch in recognition of its support.

Contributions may be sent to the UNICO National Office, with checks clearly earmarked “Columbus Day.” Your support will help us proudly represent UNICO National, celebrate our Italian American heritage, and ensure that Columbus Day remains a visible and celebrated part of our nation’s history.

Please join us in celebrating Columbus Day – A Great American Holiday and October as Italian Heritage and Culture Month!

Ciao for now, 
Cav. Ralph A. Contini, PNP
Columbus Day Chair

