












































































































































Columbus is perhaps the most famous Ralian
explorer, but many other Hallans and itallan
Americans also made significant discoveries
that expanded America.

* In all, Christopher Columbus (1451-1506) made four voyages to the New World. On his
third trip in 1498, he landed in Venazuela. it was the lirst time he actually set foot on the South
American continent.

+ Giovanni Caboto. whom most know as John Cabot [1450 (c)-1498), discovered North
America in 1497. Sailing under the English flag. he estabkshed Newloundland and laid the
basis for the English colonization of America.

» Sebastian Cabot [1482-1557], the son of John Cabot, organized the English Navy and
later. sailing under the Spanish flag, explored South Amenica, which allowed Spain to take
possession of the continent.

* The New World was named "America” for Amerigo Vespucci {1451-1512), the Florentine
explorer and geographer who was a friend to Columbus. He sailed o the New World in 1499,
landing in what is now Brazil. Vespucci was the first to advance the belief that the land
discovered by Columbus was not india, but 2 new continent and lor that, European
cartographers named the New World in his honor.

» The first explorer to describe the North American mainland and New York Bay was the
Florentine Glovanni da Verrazzano [1481 (c) - 1528]. He reached what is now Cape Fear,
North Carolina in 1524, sailed to Cape Hatteras, Maine and then entered New York Bay
eighty-five years before the Dutch seaman Henry Hudson.

« Jamestown, the first English settiement in the New World. was home 1o several Italian
glass blowers around 1610. One family, the Taglialerros. armved in 1637. Pronounced
“Tolliver.” loday it is still one of the most welkknown names in the South.

» The first relatively large immigration of falians to the American colonies was in 1657 when
an estimated 300 Protestants from Piedmont landed in New York and went on o Delaware,
where they organized the first government of the colony of New Amsiel, now New Castie,
Delaware.

* The American Southwest and Califomia were explored and mapped almost solety by
Eusebio Kino (1645-1711}, an italian Jesuit priest. whose name was changed by the
Spanish from “Chino.” Explonng under the Spanish flag, he established 19 missions and
built more than 30 churches,

* Henry Di Tonti. known as “Tonti the lron Hand™ because he lost a hand in battie,
accompaned Robert La Salle., a Frenchman, and explored for the first time the Great Lakes
n The Griffin. a ship he built i 1679. Tonti also founded the first European settlement n
ilnois in 1680, and the frst French setilerment in Arkansas in 1683, He salled undes the
French flag because he was from Gaeta, near Rome. which was oniginally controlied by
France. Today. Tontitown in Arkansas is named in his honor.

« The co-founder of Detroit. Michigan n 1704 and #s colonial governor for 12 years was
Aiphonse Tonty, the younger brother of explorer Henry Tonli

* The route 1o the the source of the Mississippi River, was discovered by Giacomo
Costantino Beltrami while he was exploring the terriiory that later became Minnesola in
1823. In 1886, Minnesota created Beltrami County i honor of the explorer’s discovery.



